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Importance of Agriculture to New 
York and Hudson Valley



Competition for Land



Solar Energy: Opportunity for Farmers



Expanding solar energy…beware of 
unintended consequences

Source: aecon.com. Landowners need to do background research before entering into a solar energy lease. 
June 15, 2016 Ashley Ellixson and Paul Goeringer

http://agrisk.umd.edu/blog/landowners-need-to-do-background-research-before-entering-into-a-solar-energy-lease
http://agrisk.umd.edu/?author=5433d88ee4b06646572ed1eb


Smart Solar Siting
§ Maximize potential for solar while minimizing 

impact on most productive farmland
§ Guide siting to land w/ least impact on ag & env



Smart Solar Siting Activities

• Map the land w/ multi-stakeholders
• Identify best practices and create info 

clearinghouse
• Train local entities
• Explore dual use
• Require data to learn
• Advocate policies
• Communicate 

win-win



New York Land Cover/Land Use

Mapping the best ag land 



www.farmland.org/solar



Dual Use or Farming Friendly Solar



q American Farmland Trust www.farmland.org/solar

q Jimmy Daukas, jdaukas@farmland.org
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