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JbnBurronghs A Brief History of Burroughs JmBurronghs Preface

Burroughs’ Life Burroughs’ Legacy

Born in 1837, John Burroughs was raised on a dairy farm in Roxbury, New York, a small farming town nestled in ough Walt Whitman died before Burroughs built Slabsides, the two close friends tramped and went on
the western edge of the Catskill Mountains. His life among the area’s farm elds and forestiigoitieiosity excursions in the nearby rocky land, where Burroughs would later build his cabin, during Whitneantsips

and passion for the nature found close to home. Later, he would recall the birds and wildlifewhhas¢ to Riverby. Burroughs came to call this land of precipitous topography and ruggedingssatWLand,” as it

the simple pleasures of growing up on a dairy farm. While attending a one-room schoolhouse, Burrough embodied the dynamic nature of Whitman's personality and writing.

developed a love for reading and learning that overcame his family’s lack of interest in educationte&nseven
Burroughs le home to take a job as a teacher to earn funds to pay for more schooling. He earrietbenoug

Today, Slabsides remains much as it did when Burroughs was last therq—
the fall of 1920. e John Burroughs Association was formed shortly a er

attended the Hedding Literary Institute and Cooperstown Seminary before going on to taaehschools in
Ulster County. At 20 he discovered the writing of Ralph Waldo Emerson, whose work became augrmeed in
on the young teacher. During this time he met, fell in love with, and married Ursula North in 1857.

While teaching, Burroughs began to write and was able to place pieces in periodicals such as the wepklyNewsoak Leader.

He le teaching in 1863 to nd a higher paying job in Washington, DC, the administrative hub of the Civil War. He was hired by the

United States Treasurer and served as a clerk, responsible for accounting for bank notes in ondtef theWashington, he met
and developed a strong friendship with Walt Whitman, who would become the famed Amemtare fjowo exchanged ideas and
supported one another in their literary e orts. Burroughs wrote the rst biography oftémt and Whitman encouraged the young
writer to nd his own voice and to write what he knew.

Burroughs’ bureaucratic job a orded him time to re ect on his childhood in the Catskill hills and hisstiiging in the rural Hudson
River Valley. e country boy was out of place in front of the iron vault and he began to write with vividptiescand deep emotion.
During his rst year in Washington Burroughs penned his rst nature essay ‘WitiBirds,” chronicling the spring bird migration he
knew from his rural life. It was published as the lead piece in the May 1865 Atlantic Monthly and its, insStraéeson perspective
launched the modern nature essay. More nature essays followed and were collected in hig \WakseBRobinin 1871.

Two years later, with the Civil War over and Whitman no longer in Washington, Burroughs arid ldrsiévashington to settle in
the Hudson River Valley, much closer to their childhood homes and New York City publishers. Baipotghased a fruit farm on
a blu on the western bank of the Hudson River in the town of Esopus. He named the property Rieertyn@ed River-bee) and
cultivated table grape for the New York city market. ere, he and Ursula raised their san.dJMhen three years old, the youngster’'s
activity moved his father to build a separate one-room cabin close to the main house as a refuge in wieicteferving to it as e
Study. Covered in vertical bark siding, many consider it practice for building a larger cabin fourteeteyears la

Burroughs continued to recount his observations and views of nature in vivid and accessible langudiisizedi these essays in the
leading magazines of the day. Houghton Mi in eagerly published collections of his essays in book fongviNfie the country was
moving from a rural agrarian society to an urban, industrialized way of life, his personal accounts hddr@pgieal to those newly
aware of the natural world they were leaving behind. His readers were moved to smékahifrhe quickly became famous. His works
were also used as primary school readers, and in 1895, they were the basis of a readibiftlpridature Stories for Little People
e book’s purpose, in addition to teaching children to read, was to foster sympathy with nature. e primer seasthroughout the
county for several decades and served to in uence generations of young readers.

Burroughs built a two-story cabin, “Slabsides,” in 1895 as a writing retreat in the woodlands a mile werstyoftRigo served as a
place to entertain the growing numbers of visitors making their way to Riverby. Readers touched ayshimdssling naturalists,
public gures, and industrialists, made pilgrimages to Slabsides to visit the writer. ey wanted tolskia@nn nature observations
and talk with the naturalist. Preservationist John Muir was an early overnight guest. Other visitorshadltsimgatures to the nearly
7,000 in his guest books included leading ornithologist Frank Chapman, Henry Ford, and omas Edison. Pextrapstthotable
visit came in 1903 when President eodore Roosevelt and Edith came to see their friend and have a ludabncaokgen re with
the “Sage of Slabsides.”

Burroughs had become a celebrity and was sought a er to speak at large dinners, write bookiortspdnd join others traveling. In
1899 he accepted an invitation to join and wrote a narrative account of the Harriman Alaska Expeditiomedhexpoast of Alaska,
organized and nanced by, Edward H. Harriman that included twenty- ve leading men of science. In 1903 Burinaghsg@ood
friend eodore Roosevelt on the President’s high-visibility trip to Yellowstone, and wroseeount that was later used in Ken Burn's
Im “Our National Parks.” e friendly Burroughs was enthusiastically befriended by indafisis Henry Ford, omas Edison, and
Harvey Firestone and went on four elaborate motor-camping trips with them from 1916 through 1920.

Still writing and publishing late into life, his health nally became a concern at 83. A er spendingntier of 1920 in the warmth
of Southern California, he died the following spring a er returning to his Hudson River home and histfam®l days short of his
84th birthday. In his last words, he asked “How far are we from home.” Haimaxsih a spot on the family farm of his childhood in
Roxbury with the view of the Catskill Mountains, not far from the “Woodchuck Lodge-a regr&aphduring his last ten summers.

4 | John Burroughs Black Creek Trail

his death to carry on his legacy and preserve Slabsides. In 1968 the ¢, ..
was dedicated as a National Historic Landmark, and later a Hudson Riv= e
Valley Greenway Site of Special Interest. Today, the Association owns
stewards Slabsides and the surrounding 200-acre John Burroughs Nat
Sanctuary with its network of trails that make up a part of the broad¢
regional Hudson River Valley Greenway Trail system. ;

Much of what Burroughs wrote about in his essay, “Wildlife About My
Cabin,” can still be experienced and enjoyed in the well-preserved Nat L
Sanctuary. e diverse forest that surrounds the cabin still boostestiaj *=
hemlocks, waterfalls and a wide variety of birds and wildlife. Even the
spring where Burroughs got his water for both drinking and irrigating his
celery swamp still exists, where it ows from woods into Black Creek and
on to the Hudson River.

Burroughs created the modern nature essay and the essays he w
numbering over 300 and written over a six-decade long career, served-as<s=
a subtle catalyst for the early conservation movement of the late 19th early

20th Centuries. His e ectiveness was in his lack of an overt political agenge
that brought the public to a deeper appreciation of nature, and value i
protection. e conservation movement was signi cantly impacted by &
Burroughs’ works which continues to inform and in uence today.

Ja/m Bu rroug/ys

ASSOCIATION

— Enriching lives throngh nature —

of Environmental Conservation, community organizations, and man
individuals are working to preserve the lands along the Black Creek ti§
Burroughs once called home.

e John Burroughs Black Creek Trail represents the next stage in openi

the history of these lands with the writing, legacy, and natural world of Jo n
Burroughs while increasing access and o ering an uninterrupted rou
from lllinois Mountain to the Hudson River.

e John Burroughs Association (JBA) was created st

e John Burroughs Association has been pleased to be a leader of the ik sl is R AR B TR
Slabsides. e cabin recently underwent a restoration

planning process for this trail and looks forward to implementing the FSEEEE R s S R i el e o
vision set forth in this document. Our hope is that it will help connect [ EReikerr

a new generation with Burroughs’ legacy and the land he loved—inspiring
them to engage with the nature around them and value its conservation.

Joan Burroughs
Great Granddaughter of John Burroughs &
President of the John Burroughs Association

Plan: Introduction| 5
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JLbnBurronghs 1 1| Executive Summary

Balancing Access, Conservation, and Growth

e Black Creek corridor is a unique landscape that needs to be highlighted and protected. e leWwokev
development in the corridor allows for a nearly continuous forest from Illinois Mountain to theohliRiser,

o ering a wide variety of topography and habitat within a relatively urbanized region. ese featureslgo
create a beautiful landscape that inspired one of America’s gtaet writers, but also support a wide variety of
plants and animals. is landscape is also projected to retain diversity as it adapts to chiargge.c

Planning Process

Scenic Hudson and the John Burroughs Association launched a year-long public planning prdees8®eCt
Trail in January of 2016. ey formed a Steering Committee of key project partners and nadjehaliders to

help guide the process. In developing the plan, they interviewed over 15 local stakeholder gexlifsniatie

than 75 community members, met with local and state o cials, and had countless trips to investigate the si
e resulting plan is nearly 50 pages long, and re ects countless hours of careful investigation badatieh.

e John Burroughs Black Creek Trail seeks to interconnect this landscag@pwng accessibility while
highlighting the life and legacy of John Burroughs. As this trail is developed, it is important to sitédeeca b

A| Steering Committee
In January of 2016, a Steering Committee was formed to initiate and guide the planning process of theodigins Blaick

between: 1) creating a regional recreation destination, 2) protecting the sensitive local ecb®gyoaoting
economic development within the Towns of Esopus and Lloyd.

1| Create a Continuous Multimodal Trail

e primary goal of the project is to create a continuous multimodal trail
through the Black Creek corridor. e trail will make use of the high | &
concentration of existing conserved properties and public right of wa E‘:
A combination of bicycle, paddling and hiking trails will physically anc =¥

-

and recreation corridor centered on the legacy of John Burroughs.

e cornerstone of this trail will be John Burroughs' cabin, Slabsides (e
National Historic Landmark), which o ers the unique opportunity to link
one of America’s great nature writers to the landscape he walked and enjo
Burroughs’ legacy as one of the original environmental educators co
from the use of his work in public schools across the country, and served a
the inspiration for many in the early conservation movement. Combined
with his close friendships with in uential politicians, conservationists and
industrialists, means there is much to draw on to inspire the next generati
to care for our natural environment.

2| Protect the Ecological Integrity
e second primary goal of the project is to protect the ecological integritygs
of the Black Creek corridor. While located in an urbanized region, thg#eess
Black Creek o ers a nearly continuous forested landscape across a varg
of terrain, with over 1,400-acres currently under conservation. ese
features allow for a high level of local biodiversity and unique habita
Furthermore, a study conducted by Scenic Hudson indicates that t
area will continue to support a broad array of plants and animals as t
climate changes and global temperatures rise—further elevating its regio
importance for conservation.

ree modes of travel will allow most of the trail to
completed quickly using existing rights-of-way.

Together, the ecology and long-term adaptability of the Black Creek make
it one of the most important areas to conserve in the Hudson River Vallex

Design and construction of both the John Burroughs Black Creek Tra
and connecting trails within the corridor will be sensitive to these precio
resources, helping to preserve them for future generations.

3| Promote Economic Development

Promoting economic development within the Towns of Esopus and Llo
is central to the project's success. Active recreational trails have b
shown to provide positive economic bene ts, as they attract local reside
regional tourists, and trail-supporting businesses. ese businesses provi¢ s
equipment rental, food and accommodations that enliven communitiefsas =
and expand municipal tax bases. Furthermore, the Black Creek corri

lies just 1.5 miles northwest of the Walkway Over the Hudson, and™a E—
completed trail will expand the Greater Walkway Experience—a branding, B Ssiasss already citing the large number of
way nding and marketing campaign designed to draw Walkway ViSitors t0 |16/ == 1ile]g =1 e)o]slo] 018111 o) =1 eralol b fo] [olst-ti]ale) o]
other destinations in Poughkeepsie and Lloyd.

in the area, such as this planed distillery and boutique

8 | John Burroughs Black Creek Trail

Creek Trail. e committee consists of representatives from local businessegrads, major property owners, and the
Towns of Esopus and Lloyd. is committee, which rst convened on February 8, 2016, guided development]ofirth
Burroughs Black Creek Trail Plan and will be instrumental in its implementation. Peter Baml Désigner for Scenic
Hudson, managed the project, and was assisted by Planning Intern, Nicolas Shearmarhelinitigl istages of the plan's
development. e following is a full list of the Steering Committee members:

t John Burroughs Association- Joan Burroughs t Lloyd Economic Development Committee- Charles Glasner
t Scenic Hudson- Steve Rosenberg t Lloyd Environmental Conservation Council- Jack Maguire

t New York State DEC- Bill Rudge and Bud Hossenlopp

t Town of Esopus- Diane McCord t Walkway Over the Hudson- Elizabeth Waldstein-Hart

t Esopus Business Alliance- Howard Slotnick t Trillium Invasive Species Management- Tom Lewis

B| Stakeholders
e Steering Committee compiled a list of stakeholders at the local, regiona
and state levels. Interviews of representatives from each of these grg™®
were conducted on March 3 and March 10, 2016 in the Esopus Libra
and the Lloyd Town Hall, respectively. At both locations, meetings we
scheduled on the hour for one-hour time periods. For those who could
attend, arrangements for separate interview dates and locations were m
e following is a list of all interviewed stakeholder groups:

New York State DEC- Nate Ermer, Matt Paul, Mike Flaherty

Hudson River Greenway- Mark Castiglione

Ulster County Planning Department- Chris White

Ulster Alive! (Ulster County Tourism)- Rick Remsnyder

Dutchess County Tourism- Mary Kay Vrba

Southern Ulster Chamber of Commerce William Farrell Over 30 stakeholder groups were interviewed as |

NY/NJ Trail Conference- Doug Senterman the planning process. e ideas and information ga

Hudson Valley Rail Trail- Susan and Alan Van De Bogart gom {IESERCONVEISAONS EIEatEd e IOUNAEUON H
. L . evelopment of the John Burroughs Black Creek Trail

Fats & the Cats- Peter Nimmer, Christine Guarino

Esopus Fire Department and Emergency Services- Will Freer

Highland Business Alliance- Mark Elia -

Lloyd Historical Society- Vivian Wadlin l - T

—

Kayaking Group-Diane Dintru
Starr Estate/Star Vodka- Charles Ferri

— —+ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~+ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ —

On March 21, 2016, Scenic Hudson presented the John Burroughs Bl
Creek Trail project to the members of the Esopus Business Alliance at t
monthly meeting. Attendees were excited about the project andrsivppo

C| Public Meetings
A series of public meetings was hosted throughout the planning proce
e project concept was presented at a public meeting on March 31§
2016, that was attended by more than 65 community members. Feedb
from this meeting and major stakeholders was used to develop the
recommendations, which were presented to the Town Boards of LIoyd ang a1y 55 00 S e 60 e e el e dle ek e
Esopus on October 4, 2016 and NovembeRQ¥6, respectively. e full the project and share their thoughts and ideas. Alon
dra plan was presented at a nal public meeting held on February 16, | SIELEREIEEEERIRE RIS I i EUE A Ele
2017. e plan was presented to the Town Boards on April 19, 2017 and
April 26, 2017, where it received resolutions of support.

shaped the recommendations and implementation pro

Plan: Introduction| 9
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Conserved Lands
Publicly Accessible

Publicly Owned
Conservation Easement

Not in Corridor

——
1 Mile

feBuronghs ] 2] Conserved Lands

Scenic Hudson Black Creek Preserve

e Black Creek Preserve is a 130-acre park that sits along the Hudson River at the mouth of the Black Craekereegfeatures
a dramatic suspension bridge spanning the creek that connects the entrance to several miles of hiking tnaibfpopa aill. e
park provides stunning views of the Hudson River, and a allows visitors to get down to the waterfrenthevheare several small
pebble beaches where Kayakers rest at low-tide.

Scenic Hudson’s former Gordon Property

e Gordon Property is a large forested area just north of the John Burroughs Naturau8ancEcenic Hudson recently extended one
of the Sanctuary’s trails across the property to connect Slabsides with a series of waterfalls whgns Butnown to have brought
guests in his day. e trail follows a historic commercial road before wandering though a hemlock forest to esaelelkh It is one
of the easiest sections to hike in the whole corridor.

John Burroughs Nature Sanctuary

e John Burroughs Nature Sanctuary is a 200-acre preserve that surrounds Burroughs’ cabin, Slabsiddsn veas hand-built in
the late 1800s as a retreat from the hustle and bustle of the Hudson River, and is largedyl me8emroughs’ le it upon his death
in 1921. It has since been designated a National Historic Landmark. e surrounding property informed mugainoafgBs’ writing,
and now features a well-developed network of hiking trails.

DEC Black Creek State Forest

e Black Creek State Forest is the largest conserved landscape Blatie Creek corridor, with nearly 600-acres. e forest lies
directly south of the John Burroughs Nature Sanctuary at the northern endbdik€h Lake. While it has no formally designated
trails, the Department of Environmental Conservation does allow hiking, kayaking, shing,dyuetith no-trace camping.

DEC Chodikee Lake Boat Launch

e Chodikee Lake Boat Launch lies west side of the lake, across from the Highland Recreatiohatd-algliv York State Juvenile
Justice facility. e launch was created over 30 years ago to provide access for anglers ( shermen) intehestakkis targemouth
Bass and Pan sh. It also provides kayakers and canoers with access to the most level sectiork @ thekBtaering 2.5 miles of
unencumbered paddling.

Black Creek Canoe and Kayak Launch
e Black Creek Canoe and Kayak Launch is a roadside access point for non-motorized boats. Locatecteiynaeghaent to
Highway 299, the launch was developed by the Lloyd Environmental Conservation Committee abg&thoktCreek Water Trail.

Tony Williams Town Park

Tony Williams Town Park is the Town of Lloyd’s major recreational facility. It o elsehizedl and tennis courts, baseball elds, a
playground and picnic areas—making it a major destination for residents. e park also currently setvesvastern end of the
Hudson Valley Rail Trail, establishing it as an excellent destination for runners and cyclists.

lllinois Mountain/Berean Park

lllinois Mountain is a 280 acre park approximately 3/4 mile from the Hudson Valley Rail Trail. is patikés over three miles of
trails, and is a favorite destination for mountain bikers. e Town of Lloyd's Berean Park lies abthe the mountain, and o ers
swimming, picnic areas and special programming.

Hudson Valley Rail Trail

e Hudson Valley Rail Trail is a paved 4-mile long trail running from the Walkway Over the Hudson in théoebsy William's
Town Park in the west. s trail is very popular with walkers, runners and cyclists, and provides d catinaction between the
hamlet of Highland and Tony Williams Town Park. e trail is currently undergoing a 1.75-mile extension ilharing it to the
intersection of 22 and 299, across from a Lowe’s Home Improvement store. Eventuallyvifibaxéénd all the way to New Paltz,
where it will connect with the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail and eventually reach Kimgs&se two trails are critical segments of the
broader Hudson River Valley Greenway Trunk Line and the Empire State Trail.

Franny Reese State Park

Franny Reese is a 250-acre State Park 2 mile south of the Walkway in the Town of Lloyd. is natural éamvkstapks the Hudson
River and the Poughkeepsie Waterfront, and lies along the 3.5-mile Walkway LdopeTpark itself provides an additional 2.5
miles of hiking and mountain biking trails for active recreation within easy reach of residents andyWiskaos.

Walkway Over the Hudson State Park

Walkway Over the Hudson State Park is the region’s premiere destination park, attracting fiohtitedsands of visitors every year
to walk, run or bike over the Hudson. e Walkway draws people to its stunning views of the Hudson River Vallageandrigty

of unique special events keeps them coming throughout the year. e Greater Walkway Experience caagpbapgntsuccessful in
drawing many of these visitors into Highland and Poughkeepsie, where they have helpediéealraconomic development.

Plan: Introduction| 11
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fbzBuronghs 2 1| Access & Connections

Black Creek
Connected Landscape, Disconnected Trails
Conserved and publicly owned properties create a nearly continuous natural corridohalong t
Black Creek. e lack of a continuous trail, however, means that it is di cult for visitors to
make use of the whole corridor. Similarly, access is inconsistent across the di erent parks :
preserves, with some featuring full parking lots and trail heads, while others only have pull ¢
along the side of the road. e three main issues along the corridor are missing connection

lack of formalized trails and limited access points.

A| Missing Connections
e corridor is missing many of the connections that are needed to complete the John Burroughs BlcRi@ile(JBBC Trail).

e following pairs of parks are either missing a direct connection or have proposed trails tleah&esr been built:
t lllinois Mountain and the Hudson Valley Rail Trail are missing a direct connection to each othee desipit
proximity. A hiking and mountain biking trail has been proposed but has not been built, even thauigiit a p

access easement has been secured.
t  Tony Williams Park and the boat launches are connected by public roads but have no o -raadtsideolink.

t e Gordon Property and the Black Creek Preserve are separated by the historic stone banesis currently no
linking trail or public access easement.

B| Lack of Formalized Trails
e Black Creek State Forest currently does not have any formalized trails. An informal trail dd eanomercial road

connects Chodikee Lake with the John Burroughs Nature Sanctuary’s (JBNS) red trail, buttisodiatiow due to lack of
adequate signage. Other informal, unmarked trails exist on the property, but do not take intd sensitive habitats or

rare species.

C| Limited Access
Several of the parks have limited access due to a lack of parking or formal trail heads.

t e Black Creek State Forest currently lacks a parking lot and only has one entrance from a publicisoad
entrance is on the eastern end of the property, and visitors must navigate wetlands toegeiaio #ection of the

park.
t e John Burroughs Nature Sanctuary currently does not have a formal parking lot. One secti@roft has

been widened as a turn-around and visitors park along John Burroughs Drive—making the JBNS di cult to access

on days with many visitors.
t e Gordon Property does not have a parking lot. Visitors park along Floyd Ackert Road.

Non-Automotive Access
e Black Creek corridor is not easily accessible for cyclists or public transit riders. While the Hudson Valley

Rail Trail provides excellent o -road access to the Black Creek, there are no bicycle routes connecting rider
northern parks, and none of the parks have bicycle racks. Similarly, the UCAT bus system has two lines, on
299 and the other on 9W, that pass close to the corridor but do not have formal stops. Users can request t
o anywhere along the line and can request a pick up if they call ahead or use a new mobile app.

D| Current Project
Ulster County and Hudson Valley Rail Trail are currently working to extend the trail to Niew @ake there, it will connect

with the Wallkill Valley Rail Trail that ends near the Stockade District in Kingston. Praser8ently funded and under
construction.

Plan: Existing Conditions | 15



flrBuronghs 2 2| Trail Conditions
Connected Lands, Disconnected Trails

Many parks in the Black Creek Corridor feature well-developed and maintained trails, st lattk formal
trail infrastructure. is unevenness makes it di cult to create a continuous themed trail.

A| Extensive Trails e
Black Creek Preserve features a well-developed trail network. A steep e|
trail leads from the parking lot and suspension bridge to a pair of Ioop
trails on top of the hill. ese trails bring hikers within viewing distance s
of delicate vernal pools and gravel beaches along the river, while provid
stunning views of the Hudson River. e trails are maintained regularly b
Scenic Hudson Sta and volunteers. As one of Scenic Hudson's most u
parks, it is constantly being improved and maintained.

e John Burroughs Nature Sanctuary also has an excellent trail network
Several of the trails were improved and a connector trail added as parfg
Phase One of the Sanctuary restoration. E orts have been made to makey
trails accessible to a variety of people with di erent abilities and interes
Each trail’s di culty level has also been clearly labeled on the Sanctuarn

Trail Guide. e John Burroughs Association (JBA) plans to add a new . . .
trail close to the Black Creek as it ows through a ravine, bringing visitors ;;:k grsgﬂrg‘:gs:ryeag‘;ﬁ] ﬁgcgtgignz&i tsriﬁ':ﬁnﬂﬂ
into close, sustained contact with the creek.. Phase Two will also includ

the restoration of two stone stairways, at least one of which was build g
Burroughs’ himself, and the restoration of three other trails. e Nature
Sanctuary will also be expanded by 10 acres through the purchase of |
that was formerly part of the Slabsides holdings. ese improvements wi
be complemented by the addition of entrance gates, signage, and for
parking lots.

lllinois Mountain has a good network of hiking and mountain biking trails.

in building out these trails. e trails are generally in good condition, and #
are maintained regularly by Scenic Hudson Sta and volunteers. ere art
no plans to expand the network at this time.

e Hudson Valley Rail Trail is a 12-foot wide rail-to-trail conversion e Black Creek Watertrail was created by the LI
that is in excellent condition. e trail is well maintained by the Town of | =EiVie=nEReio SR el b=t RS E RS
Lloyd, and is currently undergoing a planned extension that will eventuall
connect to New Paltz. [

B| Limited Trails
e Black Creek State Forest currently does not have formalized trails .
Several informal trails exist on old logging or commercial roads thoug ===t
out the forest, but a lack of signage or way nding can make them di cul
to nd or follow. e main entrance o Timberline Trail is separated from
the main portion of the forest by terrain and wetlands, and does not ha
a connecting trail.

C| Gordon Property
Scenic Hudson's former Gordon Property only had informal trails along
o!d_ commercial roqu until re_cqntly. Scenic' Hudson has worked to build afrSsrnammpammrmmm" e ey
hiking trail connecting the existing network in the John Burroughs Nature [ EiiEl Emicen e e Haielel - loeeise) = el ol
Sanctuary to a series of waterfalls, ending at a calm bend in the creek. is cAinE Rz

trail was completed in the fall of 2016 thanks to volunteers from the John

Burroughs Association, but stops short of the CSX rail line to preve

con icts with trains or private property owners on the other side of the

track. Plans to loop the trail back to Burroughs Drive are being considere
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AbBurongps 7 3| Educational Programing

Attracting Visitors and Connecting to Nature

One of the major draws to existing parks and conserved lands in the Black Creek corridor is educatiol
programming. Special activities, such as guided nature hikes, attract new visitors, and encourage other
return while encouraging everyone to relate to the preserved land in a new way. ese activities encoura
people to return. e Black Creek Preserve and John Burroughs Nature Sanctuary have all seaddusm
success thanks to their unique programming, helping the properties to be among the best used cordserved I:
in the corridor.

A| Scenic Hudson Black Creek Preserve

Scenic Hudson features a wide variety of special programming in th
parks throughout the Hudson Valley. Some feature monthly tou
focusing on the history and preservation of the site, others are focus
more on family-friendly activities, live music or guided nature tours. e &
Black Creek Preserve is unique among these thanks to a Citizen Sciegs
initiative hosted there each spring. is initiative monitors the recovery of
the endangered American Eel by the juvenile or “glass” eels as they mig
to Hudson River tributaries from the Sargasso Sea where they are born

Scenic Hudson sta trains and works with community members to monito
the eels’ arrival in the Black Creek using large nets, and adds their res
to data collected from ten other sites in the Hudson River Valley. is kind=
of cross-generational activity helps make the preserve one of the best usgs

; ; , e eels’ migration pattern makes the juveniles eas
parks in Scenic Hudson's network. catch and count every year, and growing numbers sh

Bl John BUITOUQhS Nature Sanctuary river is recovering. e Blac;k Creek has the gecond h
e John Burroughs Association oers a broad array of special {:;‘F’L?f;n‘;;a“y SRS UL
programming at the John Burroughs Nature Sanctuary (the Sanctuary
throughout the year. Nature walks include birds (migrating and nesting®
ferns, wild owers, mosses, dragon ies, and open discover. Two of tk
most popular are the geology walk and the winter tree identi cation wal
On the tree walk, hikers are guided on how to identify di erent species
trees without relying on their leaves. ese hikes highlight the variety o
species withing the corridor and changes to the local ecology. Other eve
include trail building, picnics, and guest speakers during summer mont
as well as regional programing including Path rough History, Hudson
River Rambles, and Smithsonian Museum Day.

L

e hallmark event, dating to the 1940s, is the twice-annual Slabsides Opé¢

House days. ese biannual events feature prominent guest speakers &
docents that bring John Burroughs to life. His iconic structure, Slabsid
and its setting o er a unique perspective on Burroughs’ life when he
host to devoted readers, prominent friends, and national leaders. es
conversations, in combination with his writings, helped launch thés 3
conservation movement. T -

B

L |

Many other tours are held throughout the year to connect visitors weth th} s&=
naturalist, his writing, his legacy, and the landscape about which he wr e P
Programs are held free of charge, except the annual “In John Burroughs:
Front Yard” bene t lunch—which helps to raise funds for maintenance and

future improvements. Burroughs' connection to the area--helping to inc
visitation and awareness of Slabsides in the communit

e expansion of these special activities in recent yeal
helped to attract renewed interest in the sanctuan
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JmBurongls 2 A| Corridor Ecology Aedisee 2.5| Economic Development

A Unique and Varied Landscape Highland

e Marlboro Mountains and the Black Creek Corridor harbor some of the most ecologicallyt iarat e hamlet of Highland has seen renewed interest in its urban core in recent years. New businesses, suct
biologically important lands along the Hudson River. It is a landscape with a remarkeielietcation of habitats Underground Co ee and Ales and a new brewery, are opening up, and a sense of vibrancy is coming b
and species—some rare—amounting to some of the highest conservation values in the Hudson River corridor and However, the hamlet still has a large number of vacant storefronts that could become hombéusimesses

the larger region. e area contains large and diverse forest patches which, with the exceptierHatifon only blocks from the Hudson Valley Rail Trail that leads to the Walkway Over the Hudson.

Highlands, are relatively rare along the Hudson's shorelines. esehpatare part of a large forest and wetland
core area that is critically important for regional habitat conmiégtand climate change resilience. Black Creek’s

) : : A chee , Esopus Historic Estates
high water quality, protected in part by conserved lands in its watershed, supports spsiof)niver herring

Esopus is home to a large number of historic estates, religious properties, and signi cant holdingsg includi

and American eel. Due to these characteristics, land uses related to the development obdahtriihmmust
limit and carefully consider impacts at both the site scale (species, habitats) and the largeelandtedp

Historic preservation, recreational access and conservation of scer=

character are primary goals of several conservation organizatio

throughout the Hudson Valley. ese shared goals must be balanced wit

concerns about sustained ecological integrity of the Marlboro Mountai

which includes lllinois Mountain in the Town of Lloyd, and the Black

Creek Corridor. At the heart of the John Burroughs Black Creek Trail Pl

is a potential recreational trail. Such trails, and the construction need

to create them, can negatively impact rare and sensitive species. is

especially true in wetland, wetland bu er, and forest interior areas wif % P e v -
high biodiversity and signi cant ecological functions. Trails are know = :
pathways for the introduction and spread of invasive plant species, for thf

trail users. is must be taken into account in planning future trails and|
access improvements, as areas relatively free of invasive species sho
protected from degradation.

Roads and trails fragment habitats. Large intact patches are neede
maintain vibrant ecosystems, particularly for forest habitats. Additionallf===2
as species shi their ranges in response to climate change, unfragmerf
and contiguous habitats like those in the Black Creek Corridor and t
Marlboro Mountains are necessary for regional ecological resiliend.
Some trails and new uses in this area’s conserved lands have precede}

to areas not yet comprehensively surveyed for rare/sensitive habitats
species or evaluated for their contribution to the larger landscape conte

e area, however, has been the subject of several less-comprehensss
studies, including:

t  Trout Unlimited's water temperature survey;
t Cornell/DEC’s Herring Study;

t DEC's annual Glass Eel Survey; and

t Black Creek Survey.

e Black Creek Corridor has been identied a:

“special area” in the New York State Open Spac
in large part due to the quality of its intact habite

18 | John Burroughs/Black Creek Trall

several convents and monasteries. Many of the Orders that have occupied these are now shdipkopgrtes
are being sold. Several properties are being renovated to accommodate new use$oseishaad institutes,
while others do not have a clear path forward.
!
e Raymond Rich Institute for Leadership Development is a 60-acre ’
property featuring a stunning 42,000 square foot palazzo overlooking

Hudson River. e estate was designed and built in the early 20th century . Black Creek \\

A| Raymond Rich Institute for Leadership Development

Preserve

a wealthy businessman and industrialist, and found a new life as P{g \
Raymond Rich Institute for Leadership Development. e Institute focuses %
on leadership training for business, government, and non-pro t sectors.

B| Christian Brothers Monastery|Star Estate
e Christian Brothers is an Italianate villa built in the late 19th century.
e original building was expanded to include a school and dormitory, and

(Raymond Rich Institute
Stone Barns

[ ]
Col. Payn% Estate

I
l

order was growing. In recent years, the number of monks at the monast

)
has been shrinking and has been less able to maintain their large estate( agtupry AberdJen

(Futurei&B)

e monks recently sold the original building and portion of the property
east of Route 9W to the owner of a luxury vodka brand, Star Vodka. e ne
owner is converting it into a boutique hotel and distillery, and developi
plans to expand into other distilled spirits. e project has receivedrsir

support from state and local governments, and construction started in 20

C| Saint Cabrini Home

a challenging property to reuse. e western portion of the property is
largely undisturbed and connects into the DEC Black Creek State Forest.

D| Colonel Payne Estate Stone Barns
A series of dramatic stone barns occupy a site between Gordon Property

and Black Creek Preserve at a critical juncture in the corridor. ese
buildings were originally part of the Payne estate across Route 9W, and

despite interest from developers, they have yet to be redeveloped.

E| Aberdeen

A superb example of antebellum architecture, the Aberdeen property h
been a private residence until several years a go. e current owners he
planned to convert the property into a bed and breakfast or small hotel.

F| Red Maple Vineyard

e old West Park Vineyard has been remade into Red Maple Vineyard.
e property has become a successful wedding venue, and is fully booked a
year in advance. e rst wines from the venture should be issued shortly.

([ ]
Saint l\r"l’/——

~

~
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Black Creek Trall
3| Recommendations

Publicly Accessible
¥ 4 Publicly Owned
. Conservation Easement

Physical Improvements, Ecological Preservation & Economic Develop

1 Mile Plan: Recommendations | 21

Not in Corridor




- e { ] l
? N, - . Black Creek
)i '~, Giist Mill State Forest \
- _-. . CI0ssing
’ H ~ L (] B, ‘
* 2 -y ] Ufro"@h
| - .y 1 l
= S
kS L
= & H I
5, g
0‘ .l
%, H ‘

Black Creek \
Preserve

o A )
John Bugou s
Nature Sactuary

i
[
|
|
|
|
|
/

%,.. Chodikee L!(
. -Boat Launch'

..m
#

Tony Williams®
Town Park

Illinois
& )
Mountain

.Berean
Park

ranny Reese
State Parlg

Trail Route

Trail Type
Hiking Trall

Proposedshort—Term)
ProposegtenoTem
= Paddling Trail
ammas Proposedshort—Term)
= = Proposeg°Tem
— Biking Trall
----- Proposedihort—Term)
= = Proposeg°noTem
Biking Loop
Proposedshort—Term)
ProposegtenoTem

Access & Use
e EXxisting Access

7, Proposed Bridge

Conserved Lands
Publicly Accessible

¥ 4 Publicly Owned
. Conservation Easement
Not in Corridor

1 Mile

22 | John Burroughs Black Creek Trail

LnBuronghs 3 1] Recommended Trail Route

Black Creek Tralil
Connecting the Corridor

e goal of the John Burroughs Black Creek Trail (JBBC Trail) is to create a continuous multimaitibm
lllinois Mountain to the Hudson River through the Black Creek Corridor. e route will follow &xgspublic
rights-of-way, and will be implemented by creating key connections between existing conses/dddandh
a combination of biking, paddling and hiking trails. e resulting multimodal trail will complerntre Greater
Walkway Experience. Completion of the trail will expand high-quality recreational optioresidenmts and
visitors while supporting ongoing economic development in the towns of Esopus and Lloyd.

A key component to successfully implementing the trail will be combining the physical connections,gorandir

and way nding to link conserved lands with the life, legacy, writing, and nator&d of John Burroughs. is
famed naturalist drew inspiration from the area and helped launch the conservation moveigielightihg
his legacy and connection to the Black Creek will not only attract visitors to the corridor but inepiext

generation of conservationists.

A| Speeding Implementation
e JBBC Trail is designed to be implemented quickly and cost-e ectively tq

ensure the trail is completed within the next few years. To accomplish thg
goals, the trail will rely on existing conserved lands, hiking and bicycli
trails, and public rights-of-way (ROWS) in the Black Creek Corridor. is
approach will allow the project to progress without time-consuming an
budget-busting tasks, but will require connecting biking, paddling an
hiking segments to complete a continuous trail.

It is important that the JBBC Trail route alignment avoid the need fa
additional land acquisition, road widening or expensive infrastructuress
ese time consuming and capital intensive tasks would delay the
implementation of the project, and currently lack community support.

B| Recommended Multimodal Design

e Black Creek Corridor has a high concentration of parks, preserve
and public trails, but gaps exist between clusters of conserved propert
ese gaps prevent the creation of a single multi-use trail through the
entire corridor. However, by combining existing hiking, bike/ped, paddlin
and public rights-of-way with new trails and improvements, the parks®
and preserves can be connected by a continuous multimodal trail usifg
individual hiking, bicycling and paddling segments. .
is multimodal design will create a unique user experience in the Hudso
River Valley. Cyclists coming from Poughkeepsie, Highland or New Pa

them to make use of the entire length of the corridor by switching from o
type of active recreation to another.

is may mean coming for one activity or doing some combination o
biking paddling and hiking without doing the whole trail. is exibility

the Corridor a destination for active recreation.
is multimodal approach will allow the trail to be completed without the
need for additional land acquisition or public access easements. is wi
speed implementation of the trail while limiting impact to private propertysss
owners and the ecology of the Black Creek caused by new infrastfuctures====
e current project will be implemented over two to ve years. A full chart e &l e meEEs 6 aaive e willl gl e J
of trail projects can be found in the rst section of the Implementation
chapter (4.1| Planned Projects).

1 Future improvements to the corridor could include a continuous multi-useetrahe current multimodal version is completed. is new trail alignment,
however, would require additional ecological assessment and communitggarit is beyond the scope of the John Burroughs Black Creek Trail Plan.

Burroughs Black Creek Trail to be completed withi
existing public rights-of-way.
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Expanding Bicycle Access
e John Burroughs Black Creek Trail (JBBC Trail) will intersect the existing Hudson Valley Bai(HVRT),
providing excellent access for cyclists, runners and walkers. is connection will help make the trail a new
destination for visitors to the Walkway Over the Hudson, and be particularly attragtisagclists coming
through the Poughkeepsie Train Station that are looking for new places to explore in the Valley. e HVRT will
also provide excellent non-automotive access to local residents through its connections to the exiatmg Wil
Steinhaus Dutchess Rail Trail (DCT) and future Poughkeepsie Waterfront Greenway (PWG) in tisengdist, a
as the future extension of the HVRT to New Paltz in the west. Furthermore, the bicycle section of thalJBBC Tra
will cross the broader Hudson River Valley Greenway Trunk Line and Empire Statendikailg it an unique
close-to-the-river piece of the New York State trails infrastructure.

e biking segment of the JBBC Trail will run from Illinois Mountain to Chodikee Lake. is segmerit use
the existing HVRT, but add a new on-road bicycle route to bring the trail from the HVRT Rotary Clubé&aboos
to Chodikee Lake and the Black Creek State Forrest. is is the longest section of new trail badmne of the
rst segments completed.

A| On-Road Route i}
e JBBC Trail will run from the HVRT and follow South and North gf
Chodikee Lake Road to the DEC Chodikee Lake Boat Launch. Initially, o
the trail will follow South Chodikee Lake Road before crossing Route 2,
to follow Jane Wood Road and then running along 299 to North Chodike
Lake Road. From there, the Trail would follow North Chodikee Lake Rog
to the DEC Chodikee Lake Boat Launch.

is trail alignment has the advantage of being shorter and atter than if it |
followed South Riverside Road. Additionally, this alignment o ers longe]
sight-lines and more pastoral landscapes, ensuring cyclists are visible*
tra c and enjoy a pleasant ride.

However, this alignment has not been paved recently and requires crossin| SIEERLIREIEEHTICETE el HERSRREEE R I Re R

Route 299 twice. ese negatives can be addressed by:

1. Repaving South and North Chodikee Lake Road;

2. Replacing an old bridge over the Black Creek on Ose Road;
3. Creating a dedicated crossing point at Route 299; and

4. Adding bike racks at key locations along the trail.

ese improvements will simplify the trail route and improve safety. ey
will be part of a second phase of trail improvements once the rst phase
underway due to a greater need for study and coordination among partne

B| Trail Design

e on-road segment of the JBBC Trail will be identi ed by a combination
of trail-route markers, shared use signs, and sharrows (shared-use arrows).
Dedicated Bikelanes or an o -road trail will not be used because of t R i}
narrow width of the existing public rights-of-way (ROW). = f

C| Mountain Biking <0 y ]
ere is community support for expanded mountain biking opportunities @éﬁ_ S
in the Black Creek Corridor. However, mountain biking can have negati o "“"-.;,\
impacts on local ecology, and trails need to be carefully sited. Mounte &
bike access will be added from the south into the DEC Black Creek S £ e
Forest. is trail would likely use the historic commercial/logging road, é i

which is already semi-hardened and unlikely to su er from erosion. e
segment of the JBBC Trail from John Burroughs Nature Sanctuary to t o il
Hudson River will likely not allow mountain biking due to the sensitivityl  Chadikee Lm?""

of these landscapes. e ecological survey (recommendation section 3.4|A]j n

will help determine if and where mountain biking is appropriate. Potential trail extension is highlighted in dark greer
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LbnBurronghs 3 1 2| Paddling

Kayak and Canoe Access
e Town of Lloyd’s Environmental Conservation Committee dedicated many years to develtmpnBlack
Creek Water Trail (BCWT)—a kayaking and canoing route already in use by asimesidents. Portions of the

John Burroughs Black Creek Trail (JBBC Trail) will use the same route of the BCWT to complet#goosnnec

between the DEC Chodikee Lake Boat Launch and the DEC Black Creek State Forest. e poradB@h
south of Chodikee Lake will also be designated as part of the JBBC Trail, overlappingalgebirycle segment
between the HVRT and Chodikee Lake Boat Launch.

is paddling trail will be the second major section of the JBBC Trail. e BCWT will be upgraded with

additional signage and targeted infrastructure improvement to incorporate it into the broader@iBC T

Al Infrastructure and Signage _
e two existing kayak and canoe launches along the Black Creek alreaf
feature identifying signage and basic infrastructure. ese features wif
make it easy to incorporate the existing trail into the JBBC Trail witheut
need for signi cant expenditure. Instead, the focus will be on improveme
to the water segment that make the water trail clearer and easier to
ese include:

Directional signage for JBBC Trail on Hudson Valley Rail Trail; £%
Identifying signage for Black Creek Kayak/Canoe Launch on 2¢

Clearer signage for the DEC Chodikee Lake Boat Launch;
Improving the parking lot at Chodikee Lake Boat Launch;

Adding a boat pull out or tie-o at DEC Black Creek State Forest;
Adding signage at portage points to discourage trespassing; and

ONog~ONE

sections for kayaking/canoing, shing, and experlencmg nature within t
corrldor Critically, it o ers a paddling connection between the end of th

bicycling and hiking portions of the trail. e Chodlkee Lake Boat Launchf
will serve as the primary launching point for users looking to complete t
entire length of the JBBC Trail or for people interested in combining hiki
and paddling. To facilitate this use, a boat pull out or tie-o will be adde
to the stream bank just south of the rapids in the Black Creek State'Fore

Increased use of this segment will have a relatively low physical impact™
the environment, but may require renegotiating the access agreement wit
NYS Youth and Family Services. DEC's existing agreement only allows fc
shing access, and while the launch is used for recreational kayaking 3
canoing, it is not broadly advertised. Increased awareness ofitich la
could increase tra c. erefore, the project partners will reach out to Youth |
and Family Services to see if a new or expanded agreement is necessar

Major Considerations

implementation of this plan. One of the chief environmental concerr
the high number of beaver dams. Care and management of these stru
should be worked into the proposed Environmental Management Plar). [&

Additionally, BCWT runs along private property. While the public has
right to use the waterway and portage when necessary, they do not have
right to trespass. Signage is need to make kayakers aware of portaging ™

and to avoid trespassing where appropriate.
P 9 pprop A kayak pull-out is needed at the northern end of the |

1 e design of the pull-out will be carefully considered to prevent erosion from fresgien
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Hiking Trails
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ohn Burroughs e
fbnBurrougns 3 1. 3| Hiking
Linking Trails and Conserved Lands
e hiking segments of the John Burroughs Black Creek Trail (JBBC Trail) will link the most number of aahserv
lands in the Black Creek Corridor, especially in northern half. Large portions of this teatrindture already
exist, but there are gaps caused by missing connections and informal trails. Implementing the JBEBG Trai
will require physically connecting these individual pieces into two continuous trail segmentsl inédgvate
with the biking and paddling segments of the trail. ese new and improved hiking trails williréesimilar

trail quality, consistent signage and branded way nding that highlights the legacy of John Burrougtss and |
connection to the Black Creek.

A| Northern Trail

Large sections of the Northern Trail are already complete, including the hiking trails threugbhin Burroughs Nature
Sanctuary (JBNS) and the Scenic Hudson Black Creek Preserve (BCP). ese ¢rads piccess to Burroughs' cabin,
Slabsidesand the Hudson River. Scenic Hudson has completed the Middle Falls Trail-a half-mile hike through the Gordon
Property just north of JBNS that brings hikers to a series of waterfalls once frequented by JohhBanainjs guests.

e corridor also includes an unmarked trail through the DEC Black Creek State Forest fnodiikee Lake to the southern
boundary of IBNS. Completing the northern hiking trail will require:

1. Formalizing the trail through the DEC Black Creek State Forest
2. Improving existing trails on the John Burroughs Nature Sanctua
3. Extending the Middle Falls Trail (MFT) to the CSX rail line,

4. Connecting the MFT trail under the CSX rail line,

5. Continuing the trail from the Gordon Property to 9W,

Crossing 9W to the Black Creek Preserve.

o ¢

Scenic Hudson's Black Creek Preserve (BCP) is the nal northel
destination for the JBBC Trail. is property is currently not accessible from
the existing trail network, and either additional land acquisition or a publi
access easement is necessary to connect the Gordon Property to the |
A er this easement is secured, CSX will be approached about routing t
hiking trail under the rail line (see major considerations below). ese two
components will allow for the completion of the northern end of the JBB:!
Trail. Planned looping trails will expand the network and user experienci

B| Southern Trail
lllinois Mountain, a prominent ridge at the southern end of the Black Creek
Conservation Corridor, will serve as the geographic anchor of the JBBC _
Trail. e mountain features an extensive hiking and mountain biking |, §
trail network on a signi cant amount of conserved land that is open to th Sy
public. However, these lands have no direct connection with the Huds¢
Valley Rail Trail (HVRT), limiting its ability to be integrated as part of the

JBBC Trail and access to cyclists coming from Poughkeepsie Train Stat

e Town of Lloyd is currently working to fund a proposed trail connecting ;
the HVRT and Berean Park at the base of lllinois Mountain. e route
will make use of a public assess easement on a property currently u

the southern end of the JBBC Trail.

Major Considerations
CSX, a railroad company, has an active rail line adjacent to the Gard
Property. ey have stated that they do not want trail users crossing gve:
their tracks using an at-grade crossing. erefore, completing the trail e — . :
will require a route that goes underneath the tracks to connect the Gordo I;?: bl'earﬁg?t "‘é')'('i;?nsmg‘g:':idézaﬂ ::;:‘19;:3 Jf)ﬁr? ;Lar'
Property with the historic stone barns and Hudson River. e design of this Assgciaﬁon trail b|azging (above). Design of the trail bl
connection will be challenging due to topography, access, con ned SPace ik &= (oo ik =0 o4 61 iple 18116 =1l b flo g
and the need to limit con icts between trail users and trains. However,|this | UEVALERE R

connection is an essential component to completing the JBBC Trail.
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JLbnBurroughs 3 2| Access Improvements

Improve Existing Access and Parking
One of the major obstacles to using the Black Creek Corridor is the lack of access to many of the codserved |

Currently, the majority of the parks and preserves are only accessible by car, and onlyaffawabparking

lots and adequate trail-heads. Many are getting by with ad-hoc, road-side parking solutions, and fieyv have
facilities that support cyclists or transit riders. Some, such as the DEC BlakkState Forest (BCSF), have no
formal access points. ese issues discourage use and diminish the ability of visitors and residents to enjoy

corridor as a whole.

Signi cant improvements to access points need to be made to ensure the success of the John Burroughs |
Creek Trail (JBBC Trail). ese improvements will vary between upgrading or formalizing existing access point
while adding new ones at important junctions in the trail. Other improvements will include a new on-roac
bicycle route t&labsidesa road-side walking trail, and coordination with Ulster County Area Transit (UCAT)
busesthat will add new non-automotive options for accessing the Black Creek Corridor—greatlyiegplae

usability of the JBBC Trall.

A| Access Points and Parking Lots
e most critical improvements will be seven new access points ang

four new parking lots that are recommended for the properties alo
the JBBC Trail. Five of these projects are recommended for the BCSF
order to increase access to the largest conserved property in the COrriq e
Additionally, improvements, such as clearer signage and trail-heads, ng===
to be made at several existing locations. -

e recommended new or improved access points and parking lots include

Black Creek Preserve kayak/canoe tie-0;

JBNS gateway signage and parking;

BCSF Chodikee Lake kayak/canoe tie-0;

BCSF Timber Line Trail biking trail-head and parking;
BCSF Martin Avenue trail-head and parking;

BCSF N Chodikee Lake Road hiking/mountain biking trail-head;
Improve Chodikee Lakes Boat Launch parking.

Several of the recommended access points will require new easem¢
to secure public access before they are implemented. Others will req
asserting established or historical easements. A full chart of these proje

can be found in the Implementation chapter (4.1] Planned Projects). -

Parking and trail-head improvements, such as the
recently completed at High Banks Preserve (abowv
needed throughout the corridor.

NoakrwdPR

B| Bicycle Routes
A new bike route will provide direct access to JBNS and the Gordds

property from the HVRT. e new route branch o from the bike segment
of the JBBC Trail and head west on Hawley’s Corner’s Road, before turnj
north on N Eltings Corners Road and Swartekill Road, and then nall
head east on Floyd Ackert Road to JBNS. A return route will follow Ro
9w south to Red Top Road, before following Belleview Road south until t
hamlet of Highland. Route signage will warn drivers to be aware of cyclis p
and preserves along this route will add bike racks to accommodate thjses

arrival. Directional signs will guide cyclists.

C| Walking Route
A new walking route will connect the Star Estate Distillery and Hotel

with BCSF and JBNS via South Burroughs Drive. Route signage will war
drivers to be aware of walkers.

D| Public Transportation
UCAT has two existing bus lines that intersect the JBBC Trail. Formal stops with posted sclikbeleslded at or near

access points along the trail. ese stops will both improve access for area residents without carendorising from
the Poughkeepsie Train Station. ese stops will also provide a way for exhausted trail users to réeirrstarting point.
1  AIlUCAT buses are currently equipped with bike racks, promoting integitititmewvtrail.

A bridge over the creek would connect the two side:
DEC Black Creek State Forest. e above example is
the Black Creek Preserve at the northern end of the ¢
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LhnBuronghs 3 3| Way nding & Branding LbnBurongns 3 4| Environmental Protection

Highlighting the History and Legacy of John Burroughs Preserving the Corridor for Future Generations

Creating an identity that associates the trail with John Burroughs and encourages peopledottst@auty e Black Creek Corridor is one of the most intact natural landscapes along the mid-Hudson region. Itk varie
and ecological diversity of the Black Creek Corridor will be key to the success of the John BurrduGnsdilac terrain supports a high diversity of plants and animals, and will likely enable this landscapetam rita

Trail (JBBC Trail). e multimodal design of the trail will make it di cult for users to complete the entiad t variety as the climate changes. While the John Burroughs Black Creek Trail (JBBC Trail) can be irdplemer
in a single visit; however, executing compelling branding, clear way nding and informative sighageate with minimal negative impacts to the natural resources of this landscape, future expansion of toakisnetw

a thematic link that reinforces the trail in users’ minds and encourages repeat visits. is system also o ers an parking lots and other visitor amenities could have adverse e ects on the natural environment that ojpéevs pe

opportunity to highlight the writing, legacy, and natural world of Burroughs, and his connectioa Biatk to the corridor. It is important to preserve the unique qualities of this landscape in the face of tleedhcrea
Creek through his cabirglabsides-a National Historic Landmark. Together, this system will help direct and access and use created by the JBBC Trail in order to ensure its continued health and to provide an endu

inform visitors, while connecting them to the local landscape and inspiring the next generation.

A| Way nding and Informational Signage

e JBBC Trail will use a mixed system of unied trailblazing, directional signs, interpretative&nal panels, and
informational kiosks to help users navigate the trail and connect with the landscape. ildatzieag system will use
consistent markers throughout the trail, and will complement existing signage on lllinoisadgutidson Valley Rail Trail
(HVRT), John Burroughs Nature Sanctuary (JBNS), the Gordon Property and Black CrealeRBESE). is system will
be complemented by directional signage at key intersections and turns in the JBBC Trayl. irforadlational kiosks at
parks and preserves along the trail will provide a narrative that helps to connect usersitisttapéa

ese kiosks will highlight: O e

high-quality place for future generation to enjoy nature.

A| Ecological Survey
Scenic Hudson, John Burroughs Association (JBA) and the New Y
State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) will collaborat
on a detailed ecological survey of the conserved lands in the Black Creek
Corridor. e survey will help identify important natural resources and
ecologically sensitive areas—such as rare species habitat and wetlandsk
new trails and access improvements should avoid. is survey will als
identify areas of least impact where desired improvements and uses
more appropriate. e results of the survey should inform an integratec

}-—

t  John Burroughs’ connection to Esopus and the Black Creek; |
t  John Burroughs’ writing and his contribution to conservation; an
t Ecological stewardship and climate change adaptation.

management plan, as well as the implementation of the JBBC Trail Pla

B| Integrated Natural Resource Management Plan
A critical step in creating a balance between use and preservation will be the
creation of an integrated Natural Resource Management Plan for the Whol
corridor, which is based on existing and future ecological information. e

8 = ; : goals and priorities of landholders in the Corridor should be aligned igges T

Additional attention will be paid to trespassing signage, particularly alo %:t» 2 B i order to protect environmentally sensitive areas and rare species, and
the Black Creek Water Trail (BCWT) where kayakers and canoers are lik| 7= avoid creating confusion for Corridor Trail users. e DEC is planning for
to portage. Black Creek State Forest through its New England-West Unit Managemé
B| Regional Way nding Plan (L_JMP) (w_hich includ_es several other properties ir_l the state’s Reg
All the branding and way nding will be integrated into regional systems 3), while JBA is developing a management plan for its John Burroug
ese functional and stylistic connections will allow cross-promotion of | Nature Sanctuary. e ongoing nature of these planning processes creat

the JBBC Trail and the many parks and preserves it runs through via pri an opportunity for coordinating management practices throughout th
digital and social media. e most important regional systems include: corridor. e three major landholding entities will strive to integrate the &
best available ecological information into an integrated plan, and mirror il

goals and priorities in their respective plans.

points, parking opportunities, recreational activities, connected traj-
networks and points of interest along the trail.

t Greater Walkway Experience/Walkway Over the Hudson;

t Hudson Valley Rail Trail; ) ] . i :
t  John Burroughs Nature Sanctuary; Important pieces of the JBBC Trail Plan to incorporate into an Integrate®
t  Scenic Hudson Parks: ’ Natural Resource Management Plan include:
t  New York State Department of Environmental Conservation; and t  Align JBBC Trail to avoid sensitive areas;
t  Hudson River Valley Greenway. t Collaborative ecological stewardship across conserved lands;

C| Maintenance - i t Coordinate on identifying appropriate uses within the Corridor;

e blazing, directional signage and informational kiosks will require Sl t  Collaborate on additional land conservation e orts in the Cornd

e various project partners for the JBBC Trail will deliver a maintenance | =
plan and agreement that establishes clear roles and responsibilities prior t
the installation of signage. is step is essential because the trail crosseg ~=--
multiple properties with di erent owners and operators, and no one entity

currently has the authority to maintain the signage throughout the corridor. | &S an I ELIEE S S c il (NS IS Sl
example of regional branding, way nding and informati

D| |\/|u|ti_|_ingua| Signage signage that ties together multiple locations with a co
e Hudson Valley is increasingly becoming multi-ethnic and multi- | i SRR STl e e B e

regular maintenance, periodic updating and occasional emergency repair§ . -ﬁ N

. . . . . . Burroughs Black Creek Trail (JBBC Trail). While the
lingual. Making the trail accessible to non-English speakers—particularly s  ER T R e e e o

major immigrant groups—through multi-lingual signage will encourage  [ae|allfe]al 3= Eigite Ve TS ol elo]igle o)f 1=l le] b :
greater use and help connect under-served groups with nature. complement the GWE system to prevent visual clutter A kayak pull-out s needed at the northern end of the |

30 | John Burroughs Black Creek Trail Plan: Recommendations | 31
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Need For Conservation

e Black Creek Corridor is a largely intact natural landscape with minigh@elopment and fragmentation,
despite being in a relatively urbanized region. ese conditions contribute to the corrgdmisgical importance.
e amount of natural land helps insulate the corridor against invasive species and makeseitidaptable

to future climate change. ese features will also protect long-term biodiversity in the regiae.tdthese

factors, it is important to preserve the integrity of the corridor and prevent future deesibfimat could cause
fragmentation and degradation of the natural environment.

Land conservation is one of the most important tools in protecting ecologically valuzdde akcquisition

of property or conservation easements reduce development pressure and preserve the mncapklane
focus of future acquisitions in the Black Creek Corridor will be on areas with high ecological valieabr cri
connections needed to complete the John Burroughs Black Creek Trail (JBBC Trail). Areas besrnhighly
disturbed by prior development have a low conservation value and should be returned to activeusegas ho
or commercial use that complements the of the Black Creek Corridor.

A| History of Land Conservation
e ability to create the JBBC Trail is possible due to previous land
conservation e orts by Scenic Hudson, the John Burroughs Association §
(JBA), the New York State Department of Environmental Conservatign Y
(DEC), Ulster County and the Towns of Esopus and Lloyd. ese e orts I"“’"‘ y
have resulted in the preservation of hundreds of acres of forest and wetlands S Seoro
. . . . . & g
that make the corridor a desirable destination for both residents ard :
visitors. Several of the parks and preserves that have been created include:

Black Creek
Preserve

Propert

®John Burtoug

t Black Creek Preserve; <. ok Cree
t Gordon Property; T SEon
t  John Burroughs Nature Sanctuary; ' TG

t DEC Black Creek State Forest; ¢ ¢ Iph i

t Easements on private property; and e ! L

t lllinois Mountain. R T 1L

Boat Launch

e JBBC Trail is designed to use these conserved lands and existing publi
easements to minimize the need for additional property acquisition.

C

Uy

B| Future Conservation
Several of the properties along or near the Black Creek are owned| by
religious organizations that have e ectively preserved much of the natural
landscape. ese properties have historically been o the tax rolld an
several have recently come up for sale, making them attractive optig -
for both conservation and development. Balancing between conservatiore s 7“5
and development is important to meeting ecological and economi|c v
development goals in Esopus and Lloyd. T

Undisturbed areas of the properties have high conservation value, while

other parts of the properties that contain existing buildings or complexes are & '
excellent opportunities for new uses that can drive economic development.
Conservation easements or subdividing the property o er sound ways fo =

Franny Reese
State Park

protect natural areas while encouraging redevelopment of areas with high
economic value by lowering the cost of the property for new owners. ese

strategies should be explored when appropriate. e John Burroughs Black Creek Trail makes use of the
. . . concentration of conserved lands to complete a cont
C| Securing A Critical Connection multimodal biking, paddiing and hiking trail. e Trail wi

e largest gap in the right-of-way for the JBBC Trail is between the Gordon tSiQ"i Ca"tl'yt"gpfo‘_'; actcess to these lands, f‘"ddi;_tfj‘
. j 10 completed without requiring signicant additio

Property and the Black Crec_ek Preserve. None_of the project partn_er T R L

controls land, easements, or rights-of-way connecting these two properties; &= e e e )

A public access easement under the CSX line and across private land a

needed to make the JBBC Trail continuous. Once these are secured, an

underpass and connecting trail can be built to complete the trail.
32 | John Burroughs Black Creek Trail
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Educating the Public

John Burroughs was one of the country’s rst environmental educators. His writingptvasly widely read

by adults but also became central to children’s reading education in the early part of the 20th Cgpitimg, in
generations of conservationists. is legacy of environmental education lives on in the work that the Nev
York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC), John Burroughs Associationr{dEB¢eaic
Hudson conducts in the Black Creek Corridor today.

Expanding this environmental education will be a major component of the John Burroughs BllcKi@ie
(JBBC Trail). e goal will be to inspire the next generation of conservationists while connecting them to the
history of the conservation movement. John Burroughs’ writing and legddyewtihe cornerstone of this
program, and the conserved lands along the Black Creek will serve as a laboratory and exantgdmoy i
action. is programing will be multi-generational and multi-lingual, and will cover both local ecolagy a
how it adapts to changing climate. By making Burroughs’ legacy come to life, this programming will pass
passion for observing nature to the next generation.

A| Multi-Generational Education

Many age groups already use and access the Black Creek Corridor. New
programing and informational kiosks along the JBBC Trail will build on
this foundation by taking a multi-generational approach to education.
Classes, brochures and maps at di erent levels will help kids, teens, adults
and seniors connect with nature and learn importance of preserving these
landscapes for future generations. ese activities and materials will also
work to promote interactive learning between generations, which has been
shown to have social and cultural bene ts.

B| Multi-Lingual Education

e Hudson Valley is increasingly a destination for both Latin American
immigrants and international tourists. Bringing non-English languagé . mr P
nature programming and signage to the corridor will help broaden th@F=" L & L« @'
appeal of natural areas to these important groups. Promoting the writin

AT —
Qi_‘ | ’."_‘. =3
legacy, and natural world of John Burroughs among these communities Wil iy o
help inspire the next generation of environmental conservationists. '

at o

English and Spanish so that it can serve the two largest local langugi
groups. Project partners will also explore ways of incorporating additiongf
languages into the trail though apps, audio books, podcasts or other digfa
media.

C| Local Ecology and Climate Change
Educational signage and programming along the JBBC Trail will highlight
the diversity of the local ecology, as well as the impacts caused by invg"
species and climate change. is information will demonstrate how[:
landscapes change over time, and how conserved natural corridors
important maintaining long-term biodiversity.

Signage and programming will also teach users to avoid leaving designg
trails, minimizing environmental impacts and preserving sensitive habitat

D| Slabsides and the Nature Sanctuary

Association will work to open the cabin more frequently to the publi¢Eses
sensible visitors to know and understand his history, legacy and connection
to the Black Creek. e Association will also expand facilities on the FER=iar S semiis o

Sanctuary to better accommodate group visits and multi-generational [=e[eor s islel = 4ot glel o kolole 11 ale ML alTe| a1 e ita)
programming. work and legacy of John Burroughs.
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Reusing Historic Properties Attracting Active Recreation Rental Businesses

e Black Creek Corridor runs through an area with a high concentration of historic estates and religious Completion of the John Burroughs Black Creek Trail (JBBC Trail) will attract many people eaténesttive
institutions overlooking the Hudson River. Several of these properties are currentlyoracaderutilized, recreation. Signi cantly improved access and awareness of the conserved lands along theeRl&xxri@ier
and several have recently come on the market. Restoring these properties tsaci ers a great opportunity will be particularly attractive to people looking for new adventures a er visiting Wlwar the Hudson and
for economic development. Redeveloping them as housing or commercial ventures will expand the municipal the planned boutique hotels. Visitors can already set up bicycle and kayak rentals forttopirs-planning.
tax base by converting tax-exempt parcels to revenue generating properties. Bringing these peapetties b However, the Towns of Esopus and Lloyd currently lack businesses that would allowpaag-tipovernight
life is a local priority that should be incorporated into economic development and comprehaass within guest to easily rent outdoor equipment without making prior arrangements.

the Town of Esopus. e Towns and their partners will work to Il this gap by attracting a ndwsiness that will provide rental

Returning these properties to active use will also bene t the John Burroughs Black Creek Tcallr&ils By equipment for biking, kayaking/canoing and hiking. is business will be ensure residents and vistatde
increasing visitation. New homeowners or visitors attracted to new local businesses mangstednin the to use the entirety of the JBBC Trail and connected network, and should be located in a place ead#yfaiccessit
educational or active recreational opportunities provided by the Trail and consemdsd faonversely, people those not traveling by car. Together, these features will be patyicadae cial for the large volume of visitors
attracted to the region by the Trail may be interested in buying a home, renting a hotel room avisisraurant that arrive to the region by train and encourage repeat trips to the region.

or touring a distillery. is potential symbiotic relationship will be a key to the successful implati@mof the
JBBC Trail.

A| Boutique Hotel Cluster
One of the great economic development opportunities in the area is t
potential for new boutique hotels and supporting businesses. Econon
studies done as part of planning projects for nearby municipalities haf$
identi ed a regional demand for high-quality hotel rooms. Dividing these
rooms among smaller properties, rather than one large facility, has t
potential to not only make use of many of the historic properties in thj
area, but to also distribute risk while building the region's reputation as
high-quality tourism destination.

B| Redevelopment Proposals J
Several boutique hotel projects have already been proposed for hist

estates in Esopus, and are currently going through development review o

securing funding. Other properties are currently for sale and have a high & ks SRS LS B Sl il e e s
. . . o . some of the most striking buildings in the region.

potential for redevelopment thanks to their unique buildings, stunning

views and connections to the Hudson River. e most prominent of these

properties include:

t  Archibald Russell House (Former Christian Brothers Monastery
t Aberdeen Estate;

t Colonel Oliver Hazard Payne Estate Stone Barns; and
t  Saint Cabrini Home.

C| Connections 0
Many of the potential redevelopment projects are near the JBBC Tra

o ering opportunities to connect boutique hotels or other types off*
redevelopment to active recreation and natural areas. Connecti
pedestrian and bicycle trails will help promote symbiotic relationshiy
where both the trail and developers bene t from cross-promotion.

e integration of regional trails with economic development directly e Archibald Russell House, the former home of
builds on the Mid-Hudson Regional Economic Development Council's [efalii =l el Wl E S I L et ollaleE=le =0 =1 lo)
concept of “Napa-East” in the region. is vision seeks to connect the [RERUERSIE S 2ot eielohe EER el i S
kinds of outdoor activities o ered by the JBBC Trail with the region's |t e eiaee i e s

. . . . . - . . project will restore the historic Italianate Villa and lands:
growing agrotourism, wineries, breweries and distilling operations to build SR R RS SR S e

a world-wide reputation that promotes destination tourism within the FElREeiGE vzizie apeih =l b orEi c i = o) ol
Hudson Valley. for the Hudson River Greenway Water Trail. Constru
began in April of 2017.

Rendering Courtesy of Star Vodka.
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A| Option 1: Attract an Existing Business

e Towns of Esopus and Lloyd should work with their Economic
Development Councils, local business groups and Ulster County Econo
Development Alliance to attract an outdoor recreation out tter or guide
service. is may be an existing business looking to relocate to be close|
the Walkway Over the Hudson and the JBBC Trail, or an existing busine
interested in setting up a new location. e business may even be g
existing out tter without a formal storefront

is option would likely require the least amount of work for partnering %
agencies they should assist the new business in nding space, lining

nancing and leverage local knowledge and connections in order for it t
have a strong foundation for long-term success.

B| Option 1: Expand an Existing Business

businesses to expand into outdoor recreation rental. Businesses s| i HAYES mEmrw wrrm ]
as sandwich shops, tourism centers or ice cream parlors are oen gr
locations for visitors to rent bikes or kayaks or hiking equipment becau
they already have a natural draw and are usually conveniently located.

is option will likely require a higher level of work for partnering agencies
because it would require expanding an existing business beyond t
area of expertise. Economic development partners can aid this proces:
providing connections, funding and business planning expertise.

C| Option 3: Develop a New Business
An alternative option would be for economic development partners t
search for a potential owner within the local community and help them

develop a business plan. is methodology would require signi cantly F=ElulslEom e e Beliiollof ekl el
more logistical support to establish a successful business, but is a forr s
of grass-roots economic development that is more empowering for local

communities. New owners of such businesses already have regional ties
and are more likely to hire local, bene ting the community as a whole.

D| Optimal Locations

e ideal location for an outdoor recreation rental or guide service would

be a place that is close to regional outdoor destinations, near established
local businesses, and easy for both tourists and visitors to reach by walking
or driving. Given these factors, the best options are downtown Highland,
within the Walkway Gateway District, or within the Black Creek Corridor.

A business in one of these locations would have a logical location, natural
draw and support existing establishments.
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Effective Cross-Promotion Campaign

e John Burroughs Black Creek Trail connects many di erent places—from parks and preserves to future
hospitality and distilling operations. Many of these destinations already have their own gesbapd
promotional campaigns, but greater success of both the current destinations and futurerdiBB&h e
achieved by leveraging these relationships to create an e ective cross-promotion campaigampagn will

build both local and regional awareness of the variety of destinations and activities in the BlackCickek C

and promote the Mid-Hudson Regional Economic Development Councils vision of the ValleypasEdé.”

Core partners in this cross promotion campaign will include:

.o ?
t Ulster Alive; DEAR. WHO’S THRSTY
t Walkway Over the Hudson; FOR SUMMER?
t Hudson Valley Rail Trail; .
t JBBC Trall; VICTOR:Y BREWING COMPMNY AMD | ARE PROUD TO
t  NYS Department of Environmental Conservation MHOUNCE THE DEBUT oF oup MEW WITE LovE,
t  John Burroughs Association PHILADELPEIA XOXD BREW - VICTORY
t  Scenic Hudson
SuMMER. LovE ME BREWED LocALLY M CRESTER
t Chambers of Commerce; , )
. X COUNTY WITH PALE WALTS AnD GERmAN Bops,
t Highland/Esopus Business Groups; By
. . . .. . THES REFRESEMG ALE wiLL BEGCH FlLowie
t Wineries/Breweries/Distilleries; and

FREELY AT BARS AuD RESTAURANTS ALL OVER
THE CITY AdD REGIOH oW JUHE %

A| Web Pages So CET YOURSELF A PMT oF LoVE
A core component of the cross-promotion campaign will be share
advertising on individual organizational web pages. Campaign participar
will meet together to discuss how to include information about othe
organizations, businesses or activities on their web pages. is may inclug
small articles or blurbs about other opportunities in the area, or may ta
the form of a more formal advertisement. Participants will help each oth
update the information on their web pages when major changes happen

B| Social Media
A natural extension of cross-promotion on web pages is social medf
Campaign participants will share special events each organization ighost
via Facebook, Twitter and other platforms. is sharing will help make
residents and visitors more aware of ongoing activities in the corridor.

C| Print
Similarly, many campaign participants already have a place for their pri
materials, such as pamphlets and brochures. ese areas will featu
materials from dierent partner organizations, highlighting dining,
cultural, hospitality and outdoor recreational opportunities. Campaig
participants should also explore opportunities for a marketing brochur
that can provide a shared map and contact information in one pamphlet,

t Hotels and Restaurants.

WALKWAY

While not all organizations will need to promote each other, the greater t
amount of cross promotion, the easier it will be to build the Mid-Hudso
Valley’s reputation as a destination for food, wine and active recreation.

: e “With Love, Philadelphia XOXO" advertizing campai
Dl Greater Walkway Experlence and Walkway Over the Hudson brochures are exc

e JBBC Trail will start where the Greater Walkway Experience (GWE)  Fiei i 00 S ol ool e setie s h oo
ends at lllinois Mountain. e GWE campaign already works to encourage el sllEE el B EREs e pl e B
repeat visitors to the region by encouraging them to explore Poughkeepsi g'rgg'9*}:";Qms,lg‘:Cc':m?g!;'rt]'izn?é?ggsogftﬁéoggﬁsBfff:'

. i . . . il I uri
and Lloyd. Incor_poratmg t_h_e JBB(_: T_rall into the GWE signage would give FEEEEEETEE highlight the region's high-g
a natural boost in recognition. Similarly, the JBBC Trail signage shouldf =1 o) 1 el i ol ol e e e e e

recognize the GWE as another regional system for visitors to explore. emerging botique hotel businesses to promote the cor
a destination for residents and visitors alike.
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JbnBurroughs 3 10| Summary

Recommendations
Scenic Hudson and the John Burroughs Association launched a ygareomplete the Trail
long public planning process for the JBBC Trail in January of 2016t Multi-modal Trail

ey formed a Steering Committee of key project partners and major E Eikciiré?_ TraTil '
stakeholders to help guide the process. In developing the plan, they; Hﬁiné'ﬁai{sa'

interviewed over 15 local stakeholder groups, talked to more thany yse Existing Rights-of-way

75 community members, met with local and state o cials, and had t Use existing infrastructure.
| . . . h it It | . t d t Minimize need for acquisition.
countless trips to investigate the site. e resulting plan is centered t speed completion of the trail.

around nine recommendations aimed at creating a successful projegt.access Improvements

: t Better Trail-Heads
A| Physical Improvements
Physical improvements form the core of the John Burroughs Black Creek  t Expanded Parking
Trail Plan. Many improvements are necessary to create a continuous t Non-Automotive Access
multimodal trail through the Black Creek corridor. e trail will make t Biking and walking routes.
use of the high concentration of existing conserved properties and public t Public transportation stops.
right of ways. A combination of bicycle, paddling and hiking trails will 3) Branding, Way nding and Signage
physically and thematically connect conserved lands into a uni ed regional . o
conservation and recreation corridor centered on the legacy of John t Branding Highlights Burroughs

Burroughs. t Shared Way nding System
e recommendations within the economic development category are: t Informational Kiosks
1. Complete the trail 4) Environmental Protection

2. Improve access to parks and preserves _ ]
3. Create a comprehensive branding, signage, and way nding system t Detailed Ecological Survey

) . t Environmental Management Plan
B| Environmental Stewardship g

e key to attracting visitors to the area is protecting the ecological iritygr t Integrate with DEC UMP

of the Black Creek corridor. Whlle located in an urbanized reglon,.the 5) Land Conservation

Black Creek o ers a nearly continuous forested landscape across a variety of - )

terrain. ese features allow for a high level of local biodiversity and unique t Secure Critical Connections
ha}bltats. F'urtherrnore, a study conducted by Scenic Hudson |r!d|cates that t Promote Economic Development
this area will continue to support a broad array of plants and animals as the ; .
climate changes and global temperatures rise—further elevating its regional 6) Educational Programing

importance for conservation. t Expand Programing
e recommendations within the economic development category are: t Multi-Lingual Approach
4. Develop an environmental protection plan T .
5. Carefully consider future land conservation t nghllght C_“maj[e Changg
6. Expand educational programing 7) Revitalize Historic Properties

C| Promotion and Economic Development t Promote Reuse
Promoting economic development within the Towns of Esopus and Lloyd t Boutique Hotel Cluster
is central to the project’s success. Active recreational trails have been .
shown to provide positive economic bene ts, as they attract local residents, 8) Develop Businesses

regional tourists and trail-supporting businesses. ese businesses provide t Outdoor Recreation Rental

equipment rental, food and accommodations that enliven communities t Attract;
and expand municipal tax bases. Furthermore, the Black Creek corridor : E?g:t’;d; or

lies just 1.5 miles northwest of the Walkway Over the Hudson, and a -
completed trail will expand the Greater Walkway Experience—a branding, 9) Promotion and Outreach
way nding and marketing campaign designed to draw Walkway visitors to t Cross Promotional Campaign

other destinations in Poughkeepsie and Lloyd. t Web pages;
e recommendations within the economic development category are: : gﬁg'taug';g'a: and

7. Revitalize historic properties
8. Develop outdoor recreation businesses
9. Create a comprehensive cross-promotional campaign
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LnBuronghs 4 1| Planned Projects

Completing the Trail
Implementing the John Burroughs Black Creek Trail (JBBC Trail) involves making many imprits/éanen

existing parks and preserves, and acquisition of a critical public access easement. Individual nmeject pa

will take leading roles in completing di erent aspects of the project and will collabarateaed tasks, such

as a cohesive signage and way nding system.
needed to complete the trail.

Scenic Hudson

Access Point
Creek Mouth

e map to the le and the chart below outline the major tasks

Trail Improvements

Hiking
Trail

Biking
Trail

addling
Trail

OP

Mount.
Biking

Bike/Ped
Bridge

Of

Boat
aunch

Trail
Head

Info
Kiosk

UCAT

Black Creek

Pedestrian Bridge

Preserve has many existing
improvements. A kayak/canoe

Preserve

OW Entrance

O Ol

launch would broaden its use.

9W Crossing

OO

OO0 O

Payne Estate Stone Barns are

Payne Estate
Stone Barns

Public Access Easem{

critical gap in the JBBC Trail.
|hiking trail will be added a er a

CSX Crossing

easement is secured.

the

=]

CSX Crossing

9@

Scenic Hudson Gordon Prope

Scenic Hudson

has one existing trail that will

ty

John Burroughs

Slabsides

O

OO0 |OOOOOOOEEE

0@

high-quality trails, but lacks
formal parking areas, gateway

Gordon Property[Y Burroughs Drive O be extended. Looping trails and
Pond Road O O parking are recommended.
Pond lane O O O O e Nature Sanctuary has many

Nature Sanctuary

S Burroughs Drive

signs or bike racks. JBA also
vants to expanded and improy

DEC BCSF

O

the trail network.

ed

JBNS

within the Black Creek State

O OO0OO00O0OOOOIOOOOO

Improving access and connectjon

Chodikee Lake
Boat Launch

N Chodikee Lake Roal

[®N

@)

O

needs improvements to parkin
and signage.

NYS DEC Timberline Trail Forest is critical to the succesg of
Black Creek Stat@lack Creek Crossing OO0 O ;)haer Igir?gf)t:rig.rrr':laﬁg;;ati:;?sa; S,
Forest Martin Avenue O|kayak/canoé pull out, and a bike/

N Chodikee Lake Roal O Olped bridge are recommended.

NYS DEC e Chodikee Lake Boat Launclp

D

Black Creek Cand
& Kayak Launch

ISoute 299 Entrance

O 100 O O
O 1O 100 O

A new bike/ped bridge and
crossing at 299 would improve
connections for the JBBC Trail

Tony Williams Park

Hudson Valley Rail Trail has
many existing improvement. A

Black Creek Crossing

connection to lllinois Mountain

Hudson Valley
Rail Trail

Rotary Pavilion

would complete the southern
portion of the JBBC Trail.

Illinois Mountain

O

O

Highland

OO OO O 100 O

Illinois Mountain &

Hudson Valley Rail Trg

O

A connection to HVRT would
complete the southern portion

Berean Park

Reservoir Rd Entrancy

O

QO] OO0 800

Q0| OO
Q0| OO

OO0OO OO O O O

the JBBC Trail.

Onew O
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lack Creek Trail

Improved

Existing

pmBurengss 4, 2] Funding Improvements

Potential Funding Sources

e John Burroughs Black Creek Trail (JBBC Trail) is a complex project that crosses multipletigeleat

are owned by di erent nonpro ts, municipalities and state agencies. Each organization operates ihdividua
and makes their own capital improvement plans. Completing the JBBC Trail will requireratidetobetween
these organizations for nd money for desired improvements and apply for grant funding from regtatel

and federal sources. Together, they will be able to keep the project moving forward by implermestiogt-th
term, mid-term, and long-term phases of the JBBC Trail.

Grant Opportunities

(A) New York State Consolidated Funding Application

e Consolidated Funding Application (CFA) is the largest opportunity for
grant funding from New York State. e grants are usually open in late
spring, are due mid-summer, and awards are announced late in the fall.
variety and size of grants available makes this one of the best opportuni
for packaging multiple projects together into a single application. Applican
need to start planning early because most of these grants require a 5!
match. Municipalities, Non-Pro ts, and For-Pro ts can all apply for these
funds, depending on the speci c grant.

(B) Hudson Valley River Greenway

e Hudson Valley River Greenway o ers small to medium sized grants several times a year. ese grantg havak 50/50
match requirement, but have relatively short applications and quick turn armaidng them an excellent opportunity for
smaller projects or if a small source of matching funds become available. Municipalities and noraprodthcapply.

(C) Land Trust Alliance

e Land Trust Alliance is a national organization that o ers grants to Landsks in New York State through a partnership
with the Department of Environmental Conservation. ese grants are mediundsh@ve a 75/25 match requirement, and
are usually due in early December with award noticed coming early in the spring. Grants arelahlg svaiand Trusts.

(D) Hudson River Tidal Estuary
Hudson River Estuary grants are aimed at conserving or improving clean water quality tatebhiide Hudson River. ese
grants are medium sized, and are usually due in the spring. Grants are available to non-pro ts or litiesicipa

Potential Direct or Matching Funds

(A) Partner Organizations

Each of the major project partners has their own capital and operation
budgets. Much of this money has been already allocated towards spe:
improvements or operational expenses and is not directly available {
implementing the JBBC Trail; however, this money can oen serve
matching funds for grant applications, allowing them to be leveraged in
successful grant applications.

(B) Volunteer and Donated Services

Volunteers and donated professional services are excellent opportunit
for in-kind matching funds. Volunteer community members can o en
help install improvements, but most grants limit the number of hour tha
qualify. Professional services are the best source of match because
reduce the overall budget of the project.

(C) Cash Donations
Cash donations are the second best source of funding a er donated services. While they don't rederc! thedoet of the
project, they are the most exible form of matching fund and are o en preferred by grant funding agencies.

(D) Crowd-Sourced Funding
Crowd-sourcing has become a major avenue for fundraising in recent years. Go-Fund Me and Indiegogo havesypntale it ea
collect small donations for speci ¢ projects or products from interested community memberss mdtHmeen broadly used to
match grand funding. Non-pro ts can also run small-dollar funding campaigns. Both can take ity taise funds.
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Illinois Mountain to
Hudson Valley Rail
Trail

Apply for CFA 2017
Funding to Implement

JASONDJFMAMJJA SOND

IAward Noti cation

*Dependent on CFA 2016 awalt

Sign Contract

*Dependent on CFA 2016 awat

Select Contractor

*Dependent on CFA 2016 awat

Construct Trail

*Dependent on CFA 2016 awal

Connection
(Hudson Valley Rail

Trail to DEC Chodikee>'9n Contract

Sign Contract

*Dependent on CFA 2016 awalt

Construct Trail

*Dependent on CFA 2016 awat

Award Noti cation

****Dependent on HVGG awarg

****Dependent on HVGG awarg

Lake Boat Launch)

Select Contractor

****Dependent on HVGG awar(

to John Burroughs
Nature Sanctuary’

Paddling Trails

Chodikee Lake Roal
Connection
(Hudson Valley Rail

Incorporate into DEC

Unit Management PlanUMP.

marked at same time as above

Notes
Depends on DEC's timeline for

2016

2017

SONDJFMAMJJASO

Apply for Hudson
\Valley Greenway Gran

Trail section will need to wait
or UMP process to nish before
peing implemented.

Trail to DEC Chodikes

LbnBurougss 4 3| Implementation Timeline

Roadmap to Success

e Implementation Timeline lays out an aggressive plan for designing, funding and comp

Access Improvements

Add projects for DEC

Depends on DEC's timeline for

JASONDJF

2

Apply for CFA 2017 DEC Black Creek Stajgnit management PlaUMP.
Funding to Implement Fgrrest ari?dAGordon Expendature Plan  [**** Dependent on UMP.
John Burroughs Naturé@pply for Funding *Dependent on CFA 2016 awat |r:§£)vz\mgﬁtesss Design r* Dependent on UMP.
Sanctuary IAward Noti cation *Dependent on CFA 2016 awal Construct rr*+* Dependent on UMP.

Negotiate o cial transit

Public Transit Accessstops with UCAT.

Start Negotiations a er Towns
adopt JBBC Trail Plan.

John Burroughs
Nature Sanctuary

Black Creek Corridor]
Environmental
Management Plan

Biking Trails N Improvements  |Add stops to UCAT maps
) Apply for HVG Grant [Part of Way nding System; mus Install Signs
Chodikee Lake Roadtynding to Implement wait for design to be nalized. Apply for CFA 2017

fundign to implement

r—

IAward Noti cation

*Dependent on CFA 2017 awat

Sign Contract

*Dependent on CFA 2017 awat

Environmental Management

Add project to DEC
Unit Management Plan

Intall Signs xDependent on HVGG awarc Access Improvementiselect Contractor __Dependent on CFA 2017 awar

Western Connector Construct Signs *Dependent on CFA 2017 awat

N Chodikee Lake Ro Trail can be designated and Install Signs *Dependent on CFA 2017 awat
ee Above

Notes

Depends on DEC's timeline for
UMP.

2016

Environmental Survey

r**+* Dependent on UMP.

SONDJFMAMJJ

2017

Write Plan

r**+* Dependent on UMP.

Adopt Plan

Historic Property Reuse

rr**+* Dependent on UMP.
Notes

2016

2017

SONDJFMAMJJASOND

leting the JBBC Trai

Award Noti cation ****Dependent on HVGG awarg Esopus will take lead a er Towr|
Lake Boat Launch) [— Add plan to scope. :
Sign Contract *+*Dependent on HVGG awar( Incorporate Reuse 0 adopt JBBC Trail Plan.
Intall Signs r***Dependent on HVGG awar( Historic Properties intoAdvise
. : Comprehensive Planri
Signage and Way nding Notes P X\gltetpll?n
, opt Plan
Develon REP Begin process once plan = = £ 0
] ] P presented to communities. . C callol B > OLE A SO A A SOND
B;izdé?gﬁ;/\g/iy[?ggg Select Consultant  |LTA 2015 Grant Secured. Apply for HVG grant toBusiness groups or Towns app
Develop Design LTA 2015 Grant Secured. develop business planfor grant.
Finalize Design LTA 2015 Grant Secured. Attract Act Award Noti cation **Dependent on HVGG award
ract Active .
Apply for LTA/HVG  |Blazing design part of Way ndir Recreation Business /90 contract *Dependent on HVGG award
Grant to implement  system. Lloyd or Esopus Select Contractor ***Dependent on HVGG award
Uni ed Blazi IAward Noti cation ***Dependent on HVGG award Develop Plan **Dependent on HVGG award
nedBlazing  Isign Contract =**Dependent on HVGG award Market Plan **Dependent on HVGG award
Select Contractor  [**Dependent on HVGG award Secure Business **Dependent on HVGG award
Install Signs ***Dependent on HYGG award AQVE g ana O ea ote A SO A A SOND
Apply for CFA 2017 |Could use LTA grant if budget ir_ Apply for HVG grant tgPromotional grant a er
fundign to implement flow enough. fund implementation. lcompleting way nding instalatio
] ) Award Noti cation *Dependent on CFA 2017 awat - o \Award Noti cation *Dependent on HVGG award
Lﬁrﬂla?de?tlig\]/gagiig&d Sign Contract “Dependent on CFA 2017 awa Agvertlznrm]gp?nd Sign Contract ***Dependent on HVGG award
P Select Contractor *Dependent on CFA 2017 awat utreac an Select Contractor ***Dependent on HVGG award
Construct Signs *Dependent on CFA 2017 awat Develop Plan ***Dependent on HVGG award
Install Signs *Dependent on CFA 2017 awat Market Trail ***Dependent on HVGG award
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Concept Map
Hiking Tralil
{3} Paddling Trail

{7 Biking Trail

L g

Conserved Lands
Publicly Accessible

@ rublicly owned

. Conservation Easement
Not in Corridor

1 Mile

obnfurroughs First Communlty Meetlng

Black Creek

Presenting the Concept
e rst community meeting was held to publicly present the concept of the John Burroughs/Black Creek Tralil,

and receive some initial feedback to inform the plan. is public meeting was held at the Esopus dibwn H
ursday, March 31, 2016. e meeting was attended by 65 people from the two Towns and surrounding areas
is strong turnout included many new faces that had not been included in the earlier rourstal@holder
meetings, demonstrating strong community interest in the trail and e ective promotion by teen§te

Committee members.

e community meeting was organized into two segments: a presentation and an interacirkshop. Several
students from Marist College also attended as part of a class on City Planning, and lent assistapogect
team throughout the evening.

Presentation

e meeting kicked o with opening remarks and an oral history of John
Burroughs'’ legacy and connection to the area. is overview then lead int
a presentation of the trail's concept, where the project currently stood, and
a road map for future phases. e following question and answer segment
was extremely positive, and focused on the breadth of activities that would
be supported by the trail and how quickly the project could be advanced.
e one major concern raised during this session was over ecological
impacts to the corridor due to increased interest and activity.

Community Workshop
A er the presentation of the project, attendees were asked to answer a sefries
of multiple questions to help inform the planning process. ese question
were multiple choice and were presented on four posters located around

the room. Attendees were asked to mark their responses to the questipns
on the posters, and were also encouraged to leave question or comments.
Not all attendees participated, and not all participants responded to all the

questions, which may have been due to a lack of interest in participating|or

may have been due to a large number of sidebar conversations that sprung
up a er the presentation.

Responses that were received were normalized based on the number of
respondents to that particular question, ranked based on response rate and
placed into ve categories: High, Moderately High, Moderate, Moderately
Low and Low interest. e full analysis can be found in the following  FEEE e o oo el b el o

section, but this process helped to tease out several key takeaways a er tfEReRE sl El=l BTl RN AN o A ES = e eyl
community meeting: members and the project team. is promotional period
started three weeks prior to the meeting, and included

t Parks with good access are well used, parks with limited access af =il rler (e (o i =0 o Ut U b
and parking was a major issue. also included the meeting in their newsletter, and the |

t  People were most interested in hiking, bicycling and kayaking, but e et e NI RELC R SRS
network was well-represented.

some also supported mountain biking.
t  Web pages were almost always looked at prior to using a trail, but
only few used phone apps.
t People were most interested in learning more about Burroughs
local connection, but not his writing.
t  Environmental impact of increased activity needs to be carefully
managed.

Over 65 people attended the rst community meeting.
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JemBuronghs Ejrst Community Meeting

Five Major Take-Aways
Access Improves Use

Access to conserved lands is inconsistent along the corridor. Unsurprisingly, conseaisadlitirggood access--lands with
parking lots, trail heads and proximity to major roads-- are well used by respondents, while hria#tedtaccess are not.
Parking was highlighted as a major issue at the John Burroughs Nature Sanctuary and DEC Blatk€Feaeest, and there
was moderate support for improving parking throughout the corridor.

Interestingly, the John Burroughs Nature Sanctuary was a major destination for respondpitéslimiéed parking and a
lack of signage. ese responses indicate that the Sanctuary would attract even higher useawithciiits.

Let's Go Hiking!

People were most interested in hiking, bicycling and kayaking in the region. ese activities correspbadHheeé main
activities planned for the John Burroughs/Black Creek Trail. However, there was afpsugpqmort mountain biking in the

region.

While mountain biking is more impactful than the other activities, it would also allow userscewaity do the whole
corridor with one mode of transit. Given the interest among respondents, opportunities foratlstaiolusion of mountain

biking as an activity should be explored.

People Don't Use Apps (Yet)

All respondents reported looking at web pages and many checked out brochures either lafthre wail prior to using

it, but only few used phone apps.

ese responses indicate that the project should prioritedepitey a trail web page,

integrating the trail into Google Maps and developing a comprehensive brochure shauioritized over more expensive,

technologically driven ways of attracting users.
What did John Burroughs do?

Respondents were largely familiar with John Burroughs as a person and had some degree of faithilfasitwriting, but
were not very interested in learning more about either. What they were most interested in learrtingaat®®urroughs’
local connection; where he went, where he wrote, and what he thought about Esopus and &ltha iwest intriguing.

Given that the John Burroughs/Black Creek Trail will run through his “historic back yard,” comphetitrgit o ers a great
opportunity to connect locals and visitors to where he went and what he thought abouattheoland him.

Protect for Future Generations

e only major concern about the project that was voiced during the community meeting was thatsedraativity could
negatively impact environmental integrity of the corridor.

Give this concern, impact of increased activity needs to be carefully managed to pdopeesarve the landscape.

Questions and Responses

What do you like to do in nature?
Hiking

Biking
Kayaking/Canoeing
Mountain Biking
Birding

Trail Running
Fishing

Hunting

9. Group Trips

10. Photography

11. Swimming

N A~LNE
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Response
High

High
Moderately High
Moderate
Moderately Low
Moderately Low
Low

Low

Low

Low

Comments

Respondents expressed a high level of interest in hiking, biking amg) paddli
in nature--the three main activities intended for the JBBC Trail, showing
strong support for the initial trail concept.

Respondents also signi ed a strong interest in Mountain Biking, indicatin
that this activity should be incorporated into trail planning wher
appropriate. ey expressed some interested in birding, trail running and
shing, but little interest in hunting, group trips, nature toigosaphy and
swimming. is community meeting, however, was not well-advertised to
these user groups.

Where do you access the trail now?
Black Creek Preserve

John Burroughs Nature Sanctuary

Tony Williams Town Park

DEC Chodikee Lake Boat Launch
Walkway over the Hudson (West Gateway)
Black Creek Canoe and Kayak Launch
lllinois Mountain

Franny Reese State Park

. Hudson Valley Rail Trail

10. Walkway Over the Hudson (East Gateway)
11. DEC Black Creek State Forest

COoNoOA~AWONPE

Response
High
Moderately High
Moderately High
Moderately High
Moderately High
Moderate
Moderately Low
Moderately Low
Moderately Low
Moderately Low
Low

Comments

Major properties were all well used by respondents and attendants, despit
access and parking issues at some locations, such as John Burroughs Nat
Sanctuary. Respondents only lightly use DEC Black Creek State Fgrest, like
due to lack of parking and direct access. Southern conserved areas were |
well used, generally, likely due to the large number of Respondents fron
Esopus.

12. Gordon Property Low
What would make using the trail easier? Response Comment
1. Parking Moderate Respondents highlighted a moderate demand for additional parking and a
: : cohesive trail guide for the entire corridor. Some respondents felt it woulc
2. Trail Guide Moderate be good to have a kayak rental within the corridor, but not for additional
3. Kayak Rental Moderately LOW o4t jaunches. Few respondents felt public transit or bicycles would improve
4. Boat Launches Moderately Low access, as all owned a car. Respondents also mentioned more access poi
5. Public Transit Low Mountain Bike Trails and programing would enhance public use.
6. Bike Racks Low
7. Mountain Bike Trails Low
8. Programming Low
Are you familiar with John Burroughs? Response Comment
1. History High Respondents were very familiar with John Burroughs history, legacy, writing
2 Local Connection Moderatelv High and local connection. e local Esopus library features a large reading
: y ,g section dedicated to Burroughs, and several reading groups exist. Howeve
3. Le_gacy Moderately High  Respondents were least familiar with Burroughs writing.
4. Writing Moderate
Would you like to learn about his? Response Comment

1. Local Connection

Moderately High

Respondents expressed a strong urge to learn about Burroughi®edonec
the local area. ey would like to know his favorite spots, where he brought

2. Writing Low visitors and where he spoke — his life and work interpreted locally and

3. Legacy Low made relevant to visitors and residents. ere was a low level of interest

4. History Low in his history, legacy or writing, though some Respo

What do you look at before using a trail? Response Comment

1. Website High Respondents reported using websites the most when planning a trif

2 Brochure Moderate outdoors. Many also used Brochures, and some people looked at phon
: apps. Few people went without looking at anything.

3. Phone App Moderately Low

4. Just go! Moderately Low

What phone apps do you use for trails?
1. Google Maps
2. Trail Specic
3. All Purpose (such as Map My Ride)

Response
High
Moderately Low
Low

Comment

Respondents reported using Google Maps the most for trails. Very fe\
reported using phone apps, though the most popular were Map-My-Ride
and Strava (a cycling and running app).

4. Other Low
Will increased use impact enjoyment? Response Comment
1. Positively High Respondents felt that increased use of the corridor would positively a ect

2. Negatively
3. Notat All!
4. Other

Moderately Low
(No Responses)
(No Responses)

their appreciation of the natural areas. However, Respondents also
highlight the need to study wildlife and habitats to ensure increased use
does not damage the local ecology. Conservation could also be worked in
the programing, signage and way nding.
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JnBurengss Second Community Meeting

Presenting the Recommendations

e second community meeting was held to publicly present the recommendations for the John Burrdacihs B
Creek Trail Plan, receive comments from community members, and help prioritize implementation items. is
public meeting was held at the Esopus Town Hall on ursday, February 16, 2017. e meeting was attgnded b
12 people from the two Towns and surrounding areas. is group included a few new faces, but mostly included
people from the earlier rounds of stakeholder meetings. e low turnout was likely due to theewead due

to three previous presentations of the recommendations at the Town Boards for baitvthef Tloyd and the

Town of Esopus, as well as a presentation at the Town of Esopus Library.

e community meeting was organized into two segments: a presentation and an interagirkshop. Several
Steering Committee members were on hand to help facilitate.

Presentation

e meeting kicked o with opening remarks from Joan Burroughs on
the national attention the corridor received from National Geographic in
their December issue. e presentation kicked o with an overview of the
concept, process, where the project currently stood, and a road map for future
phases, before launching into an overview of the nine recommendations.
e following question and answer segment was positive. Some questio%s
were raised about why economic development was included among the
recommendations aspects in the recommendations, as well as whether
additional land acquisition was currently being planned. e project team
explained that the economic development aspects were aimed at improvjng
usability and regional recognition of the trail, and that no major land
acquisition projects are currently planned.

Community Workshop
A er the presentation of the project, attendees were asked to rank the
recommendations in order of priority. Details of the recommendations
were located on ve posters located around the room. Attendegs
were asked to mark their ranking on one of the posters, and were aIso
encouraged to leave question or comments. Not all attendees participated,
and none of the participants ranked all the recommendations. In talking
to participants, it was revealed that many felt bad giving a low ranking
to any of the recommendations because they were all seen as important.
However, their responses did reveal that the following recommendations
were viewed as the most important and should happen rst:

e meeting was cross-promoted via email, Face
and iers placed around town by the Steering Comr
members and the project team. is promotional period

1. Create an environmental management plan

2. Complete the hiking and biking trail segments

3. Conserve natural areas

4. Improve access to parks and preserves

5. Create a comprehensive branding, way nding, and signage syste

started three weeks prior to the meeting, and included
email and social media blasts. e Esopus Business Al
also included the meeting in their newsletter.
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pnBuronghs Qse Road Bridge Concept
Crossing 299 & the Black Creek
New York State Route 299 is the largest and most hazardous obstacle in the whole John BurrougbsiBlack (
Corridor Trail. While cycles can and do ride along the shoulder of the highway, the speed of the adjacent tre
makes it very uncomfortable for many riders. Crossing the route is also@assmany potential crossing points
have short sight-lines. Routing the trail along Ose Road and crossing the Black Creek via an alrégmned b
and creating a formal crossing point would directly address these challenges and make use of udderutil
infrastructure. e Ose Road Bridge is still intact, though an engineering assessment is needediteftng
riders across it. is assessment and a preliminary site plan for the 299 crossing will be included as part of
tra c impact study for the bicycling segment of the trail. Funding for these improvements will be sargh
the study is complete and as part of a second phase of trail improvements.
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