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Overview
The Hudson River Estuary Program is a unique regional partnership designed to 
help people of all ages and abilities protect and enjoy the Hudson River and its 
valley. Housed in the Department of Environmental Conservation, this non-regulatory 
program provides influential technical assistance and community grants to hundreds 
of communities and organizations from the federal dam at Troy to the Verrazano 
Narrows in New York City. Between 2015 and today, the Estuary Program has 
provided technical assistance, grants, research, or other support through over 700 
projects in 163 communities. These projects span from designing and improving 
recreational access to enhancing climate and water education. In the face of 
biological contaminants, storm surges and floods compounded by climate change, 
and increasing demand for public access to the river, The Estuary Program is 
helping communities adapt to and mitigate problems through research, community 
engagement, and project development.
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Support the Hudson River Estuary Program

What’s Happening in the Hudson Valley?
In 2020, the Estuary Program awarded grants to four organizations to complete 
projects in six Hudson Valley counties. These projects ranged from dam removal to 
stream crossing replacements, which improve water quality, reduce flooding 
hazards, and restore habitat for aquatic species.

At the federal level, Congressman Paul Tonko, with Senators Shumer and Gillibrand, 
are advancing the bipartisan New York/New Jersey Watershed Protection Act. This 
act would invest $50 million annually to preserve and restore the New York/New 
Jersey Harbor, Hudson River watershed, Mohawk River watershed, and associated 
watersheds in the State of New Jersey. It has the potential to provide federal 
matching funds to implement the Estuary Program’s agenda.
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Recommended Policy Actions
1. Increase funding for the Hudson River Estuary Program from the Governor’s 

proposed $6.5M to $8.5M on an annual basis.
2. Focus available state grant funding to advance climate resilience at the local 

level, flood mitigation and wetland restoration projects, and water quality 
monitoring studies and improvements.

3. Facilitate a coordinated approach to management of marine habitat in DEC 
Regions 2 and 3.

4. Continue cutting-edge fisheries science and research to inform adaptive 
management decisions, and adopt management actions to sustain fisheries.

5. Pass the federal N-NJ Watershed Protection Act (HR 4677)
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For more information contact:
Andy Bicking, Director   of  Government Relations and 
Public Policy
abicking@scenichudson.org, (914) 489-1568
Carli Fraccarolli, State Policy Coordinator
cfraccarolli@scenichudson.org, (607) 319-3019
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