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Overview
Current and future recreation areas are a key aspect of New York State’s public 
health infrastructure as the benefits of outdoor recreation become clearer and more 
desirable. Access to open space and waterfronts enhances quality of life for park 
visitors and is part of the state’s robust recreational economy. Bicycling, paddling, 
hiking and other outdoor activities promote local jobs and healthy lifestyles and can 
increase the economic value of communities in need. While the State Parks system 
is critical to meet this increased demand for outdoor recreation areas, people also 
benefit from local community-based parks that may be more easily accessible.

The NYS Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation has identified more 
than $300 million in annual parks infrastructure projects. In 2022, Governor Hochul 
proposed a $200 million parks capital fund - the largest in the state’s history. While 
this proposed $90 million increase is a welcome development, additional resources 
are needed to advance and complete many important projects and secure New York 
State as a national leader for state parks.

The Environmental Protection Fund Grant Program for Parks, Preservation and 
Heritage currently provides up to $19.5 million in matching grants to projects that 
acquire, develop, and plan municipal parks and recreational facilities. These grants 
empower municipal governments to work with both the state government and local 
organizations to build and improve the outdoor spaces that their constituents enjoy. 
However, the total amount awarded every year meets just a tenth of the ~$90 million 
annual demand for funding.

What’s Happening in the Hudson Valley?
Between the Village of Cold Spring and the City of Beacon, a 7.5-mile linear park is 
being constructed. The Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail linear park, and a main trail 
that will run the length of it, will create a safe space for visitors to hike, bike, and run 
through forests and marshes and along the waterfront.

The Fjord Trail will be accessible by train at three Metro-North Railroad stations, and 
provides a connection to one of the most popular hiking destinations in the country: 
Breakneck Ridge. This infrastructure project is necessary to address long-standing 
safety issues and traffic hazards at Breakneck Ridge. The popularity of the 
destination has come with significant safety and traffic hazards, due to the 
convergence of hikers parking their cars along the side of the road, which has no 
shoulders or designated parking areas, hundreds of Metro-North passengers 
streaming off trains, and through-drivers on Route 9D, a 55 MPH state highway. 
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The new park will transform this area into a gateway destination, adding 145 parking 
spaces, creating a connector trail from the train station to the trailhead, and building 
new restroom facilities, seating and other amenities, a shelter for park rangers and 
volunteers, and a new upgraded Metro-North train station and related safety 
improvements. More than $50 million in private funds have been raised for this 
project, and the New York City Department of Environmental Protection has pledged 
an additional $14 million.

In Tarrytown in Westchester County, a 0.9 mile gap currently exists in the 
Westchester RiverWalk, a popular destination for Westchester and Rockland County 
residents. The proposed Bridge RiverWalk project will connect existing Westchester 
RiverWalk trail segments under the Governor Mario M. Cuomo Bridge, which 
currently cuts off a large portion of the community from the Hudson River and forces 
many local residents to traverse highly-trafficked streets by foot or bicycle to access 
surrounding services and businesses. This connection would provide more riverfront 
access and transportation alternatives to automobile travel as people move from 
Sleepy Hollow through Tarrytown, and would create a direct pedestrian link to the 
Tarrytown Metro-North station from the Westchester RiverWalk. Westchester County 
has committed $1.3 million to this project, and Governor Hochul has pledged an 
additional $3.5 million in her proposed budget to complete environmental review.

State Parks in the Hudson Valley remain extremely popular destinations for park 
goers from New York City and surrounding areas. In Kingston, Scenic Hudson has 
partnered with New York State to open a new state park that is expected to be 
officially opened in 2022. Farther south, Harriman State Park draws nearly 3 million 
annual visitors. Home to Lake Sebago Beach, Harriman State Park was formerly a 
popular swimming destination, but the lake and beach have been closed for over a 
decade due to damages caused by hurricanes Irene and Lee. New capital funds are 
needed to address the needs at this site and transform it into a multi-season 
destination for local residents and visitors from communities in New York City, 
including visitors from state mapped Environmental Justice Areas.

Recommended Policy Actions
Recommended Policy Actions

1. Increase the parks capital budget from the Governor’s proposed $200M to 
$300M.

2. Scenic Hudson supports the Governor’s proposal of an increase in funding 
for the EPF Grant Program for Parks, Preservation and Heritage from the 
Governor’s proposed $19.5M to $26M as part of a $400M EPF.

3. Scenic Hudson supports the Governor’s proposal of $3.5M in state funds for 
the Westchester RiverWalk Extension project to bring it to shovel-ready 
status.

4. Invest $35M in state funds in the Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail to match 
privately-raised funds and advance the project.

5. Allocate new capital funds to address the needs at Harriman State Park and 
other state parks in the Hudson Valley.
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