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Overview
Open Space and farmland go hand-in-hand when it comes to the health and 
wellbeing of New Yorkers. All New Yorkers deserve equitable access to the many 
benefits that open spaces and working lands provide. Productive farmland provides 
fresh, locally-produced food and supports our agricultural economy. Open space 
provides a place to recreate, recover, or simply rejoice in the natural wonders of the 
state.
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Support Open Space and Farmland Protection

Opportunities for outdoor recreation, flood and storm mitigation, drinking water 
protection, wildlife habitat, and places to recharge from the tolls of the COVID-19 
pandemic in open spaces in protected lands combine with powerful benefits. These 
special places in the Hudson Valley help drive our $4.4 billion annual tourism 
economy and define the character of our region. State funds also often match 
federal conservation dollars through programs like the Highlands Conservation Act.

Protected farmland is providing New Yorkers with fresh and nutritious local food, 
addressing climate change by capturing carbon and protecting topsoil, and allowing 
farmers to access new land and pass their farm businesses to the next generation. 
The need for this work is especially acute in fast-growing regions of the state, such 
as the Hudson Valley, that are facing development pressure and conversion of 
working farms to non-farm uses.

What’s Happening in the Hudson Valley?
Hudson Valley farms feed our region’s residents and are also part of New York City’s 
“foodshed.” Much of NYC’s food supply originates in the Hudson Valley, and there is 
a growing demand throughout the City and beyond for fresh, local food for our 
region’s farms to keep up with.
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To meet this demand, Scenic Hudson has developed a foodshed conservation plan 
to ramp up farmland protection in the region. Our innovative, collaborative strategy 
involves partnering with farmers to conserve their fields and orchards — enabling 
them to grow their operations, sustaining the agricultural economies of rural 
communities, supporting the growing agri-tourism and farm-to-table movements, and 
maintaining an essential part of our region’s heritage and scenic beauty. 

In Fall 2021, Scenic Hudson coordinated with FeedHV to purchase frozen products 
from Hudson Harvest at a reduced cost to distribute to nine agencies in the Hudson 
Valley with food assistance programs. Food pantries from Cairo to Beacon received 
over 4,550 pounds of locally produced frozen products, and enough space in 
Hudson Harvest’s freezer facility in Athens was freed up to accommodate ten small 
farmers who were displaced from their prior freezer facility

Scenic Hudson has also partnered with the cities of Poughkeepsie and Newburgh to 
establish two community farms. The Pershing Avenue Neighborhood Farm + 
Gardens in Poughkeepsie celebrated its first harvest in October 2021, and will 
supply food to neighborhood families and bodegas, help teens learn valuable job 
skills, and be an educational resource for children and adults. The Crystal Lake 
Community Farm in Newburgh continues to enable local community members to 
grow food for local soup kitchens and food pantries.

Recommended Policy Actions
1. Scenic Hudson supports the Governor’s proposal of an increase in funding 

for Open Space/Land Conservation from $30M to $40M and supports a 
restoration of funding to historic levels of $60M over time.

2. Increase funding for Farmland Protection Implementation Grants within the 
Farmland Protection Program from the Governor’s proposed $20M to $25M.

3. Increase funding for the Land Trust Alliance (LTA) Conservation Partnership 
Grant Program from the Governor’s proposed $2.5M to $3M.

4. Scenic Hudson supports the Governor’s proposal of maintaining funding for 
the Land Trust Alliance (LTA) Conservation Easement Program at $1.5M and 
supports an increase in funding once the program is launched.

5. Reauthorize the Clean Water, Clean Air, and Green Jobs Environmental 
Bond Act at the Governor’s proposed $4 billion and increase the amount 
earmarked for investment into farmland protection from the Governor’s 
proposed $100 million to at least $150 million.

6. Maintain at least $500,000 in funding for the Farmland for a New Generation 
Program in the EPF only if new funding is allocated. The allocation should 
not draw from or deter other funding for easements.

7. Reauthorize the federal Highlands Conservation Act.
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